Prince George’s Platform

BUILDING
HEALTHY AND VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES

Prince George’s Green Power Coalition

July 13, 2010



Executive Summary

Building Healthy and Vibrant Commuisa ties in Pri
comprehensive bluepri nt to improve the environment and economy in Prince
Georgeds County and to secure environnPelicg al j us:

recommendations are provided for energy conservation, renewable energy, waste
management, land use, transportation, gre en business, sustainable agriculture and
water/natural resources.

Reducing energy consumption and increasing the production of renewable
energy 1 n Prince (Canhave@ majos impact anrodr gconomy . Our
recommendations recognize that energy con servation should be the highest priority

The County should mandate energy audits for large energy users in the public and

private sector, work with the private sector to create a loan program to promote

investing in remediation projects, and require local governments to have
comprehensive energy plans . The County can also take steps to promote existing
clean/renewable energy sources and foster partnerships to produce renewable energy

locally.

Creating a partnership between the County, local governments an d the
private sector to improve waste management will provide a cleaner

County, save money and stimulate local business opportunities. In 2008, the
University of Maryland Environmental Finance Center released a study commissioned

by Prince Ge o togmprovw waste mamaggment practices . The County must

implement the recommendations and go further by committing to a goal of zero

waste . Our key recommendations include mandatory and comprehensive residential

and business recyclingftlleedi sl &t aond faoplasdbaec b
education program, expanded composting and increased use of recycled products.

The 2002 Prince Georgebds County Gener al Pl ai
revised to prevent the destruction of our agricultural land an d natural resource s and

direct development inside  the beltway and around Metro stations . The General Plan

called for more than one  -third of growth occurring in the inside the beltway

communities and around Metro stations 0 the Developed Tier. Falling far s hort of this

goal , only 18 percent of growth happened here,
development taking place in scattered places across the Developing and Rural Tier S.

We need enforceable and sustainable standards that create walkable communities in

the right locations, and work hand  -in-hand with a multi -modal transportation  system .

Protecting our farmland, improving our farm economy and providing high

quality and nutritious local food needs to be a county priority. Prince

Georgeds County community that seekmtbeldbest of metropolitan life

while preserving our imperiled agricultural industry . We need to enhance land
preservation policies and create a ocritical fa
while simultaneously supporting the growth of urban farming. We need to expand

farmers markets, foster specialty and organic farming to increase farm revenue and

quality, and help create awareness of and demand for local foods .
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To foster the growth of green business
create an Office of Sustainability. The Office would promote existing green
businesses, encourage green building and business practices and use our existing

green business leaders as a resource to develop new opportunities.

, Pri

Water run -off pollutes our water ways and drinking water supplies. The
County should implement a policy to ensure that the first 1.7 inches of rainwater

during a storm stays on the land where it falls . A fee structure should also be created
that discourages the creation of impervious surf aces and encourages redevelopment
in areas that already have a high  proportion of impervious cover.

Finally, the Prince Georgeb6s County Green
implemented to conserve environmentally significant eco -systems.
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Introduction

THEPrince Geor geds Green Power Coalition is an o
residents, small business leaders, environmental groups and other community groups

dedicated to making Prince Georgeds County a be
creating a healthier com munity and a strong sustainable economy

We seek to make Prince Geor ge0spraidingmesidenta heal t h
with economic opportunity in a clean and safe environment . We believe that all too
often our nation and our County are segregated int o favored high -income
communities and ignored low  -income communities . The favored communities have
innate advantages that go along with wealth, but governments often contribute to the
disadvantages suffered by low  -income communities through inequitable dis tribution
of tax revenue, poor zoning practices and by simply ignoring problems . As
cornerstones in promoting economic opportunity and a clean and safe environment,

we believe that the County must foster environmental justice, encourage the growth

of compa nies and jobs which are socially and environmentally responsible, rebuild

inner beltway communities, reform zoning practices, expand public transit use,

support the development of renewable energy, encourage energy conservation, and

clean up our waterways and communities. Furthermore, we believe that these efforts

can be complementary . Comprehensive strategies can and must be developed.

We have drafted this platform for private and governmental action with the hope of
educating residents and elected offici als about important and viable steps that can be
taken to create a better county . We encourage our coalition members and other like -
minded organizations to adopt the platform.

SUMMARY OF THE. HEALTHY COMMUNITIES PLATFORM

|. Addressing Climate Change and U sing Clean Energy While Saving Money  Right
Here in Prince Georgeds County
Il.  Responsible Waste Management to Cut Costs and Reduce Pollution
[Il. Land Use and Transportation: Decisions to Build a Shared, Sustainable
Prosperity
I\V. Encouraging Sustainabl e Agriculture and Marketing Locally Produced Foods
\/. Encouraging Economic Growth Through the Development of Green Business
V. Protecting Our Water and  Other Natural Resources

MEMBERS OF THE GREEN POWER COALITION

IBEW, LIUNA, Coalition for Smarter Gr  owth, Prince George & Sierra Club, Friends of
Lower Beaverdam Creek, UMD for Clean Energy, CCAN, Progressive Cheverly, Clean

Water Action, Seat Pleasant CDC, Community Forklift, Engaged Community Offshoots
Greater Marlboro Democratic Club, Green Power Livi ng, LLC, Green reVisions, LLC,
Green Savvy Consulting, Office and Professional Employees International Union,

Prince Geor gesforsCommnity c-ldased Transit , Anacostia Watershed
Society and Clean Currents .
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Addressing Climate Change and Using
Clean Energy While Saving Money
Right Here in Prince George’s County

Contact: Gregory St. Clair, Green Savvy Consulting, LLC, Tel: 1 -877-307-2977, Email:
info@greensavvyconsulting.com , www.greensavvyconsulting.com ; Gary Frank, Tel: 301 -772-
5643, Email: garyfrank55@aol.com

REeDUCING energy consumption and increasing the production of renewable energy

in Prince Geor ge0s mga umpacyon thafimandea 8 ¢ resdents,
businesses and governments

Conservation efforts help the environment but also have an immediate beneficial

impact on household and business budgets . Coal and other fossil fuels for our power
plants account for $1,500 per year in the aver age family budget, not to mention the
fact that the average family gasoline consumption is easily greater than that amount

The costs for these fossil fuels are only projected to increase in the years ahead.

The environmental impact of the unbridled use o f fossil fuels is now apparent to
almost anyone who reads a newspaper or watches television . We must take
immediate action to avoid a global crisis . The cost of producing renewable energy
continues to go down and is now often competitive with fossil fuels . Producing
renewable energy locally can be done easily for small to medium projects and has the
further advantage of supporting our own economy . Larger organizations can pool
resources and have an even greater impact on the production of renewable energy.

CREATE A COUNTY BLUEPRINT FOR THE PUBLIC SECTOR,
PRIVATE SECTOR AND INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS TO REDUCE
ENERGY USAGE AND INCREASE THE RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES.

We believe that opportunities abound to reduce consumption and switch to

renewable energy sources . Many of these actions can help our economy at little cost
to us . Some require initial investments, which are often recoverable in a reasonable
amount of time . Listed below are actions that should be implemented for both the

public and private sector:

1. Mandate energy audits and remediation for large energy consumers at the
residential, commercial, and governmental levels

The County has begun this for some of its own facilities and needs to complete that
process for all county -owned or -operated facili ties. The process can be self -funded
through future energy savings . For facility remediation, the County should work with
the private sector to create an energy savers loan program.
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2. Increase the utilization of weatherization and energy efficiency for | ow-
income residents. Weatherization funds for public housing have continuously been
under-ut i I'i zed i n Pr i nc. 8eRedmrlgaepias to @ilize thetfunds,
especially since they have grown under the federal stimulus legislation . Prince

G e o r gyCauty Community College has trained technicians to handle this work, but

there is little planning and a lack of demand to implement it.

We must increase the use of home energy audits and private weatherization efforts in
the County . A public education campaign is needed to raise awareness of the cost
savings that can be generated . A public/private partnership should be created to

make energy audits more affordable for low -income residents and a loan program
could be created so that homeowners could pay off the loans through savings in their
energy bills.

3. Require that the county government and all municipal governments in
the county have a comprehensive energy plan, including:

a. Each government should conduct energy audits for its own facilities
b. Remediation and energy efficiency improvements for each facility should then
be prioritized into a government wide plan.
c. Each plan should incorporate:
i.  Renewable energy production for its own facilities.

il. Energy conservation rules for facilities and employees.

iil. Fleet mileage improvements

iv. Bio-fuel use for vehicles.

4. Create renewable energy partnerships in the private sector and between the
public and the private sectors to produce local renewable energy.

a. The State of Maryland and the federal government have im plemented tax
incentives/subsidies for both residential and corporate renewable energy
production . We need to increase use of these incentives by increasing public
awareness and enhancing regulatory requirements that would encourage their
use.

b. A bridge lo an program could be established.

c. Regulations could be implemented to mandate incorporation of renewable
energy for high -use customers .

d. Private/ public partnerships or inter -governmental partnerships could be
created to fund renewable energy production on a much larger scale .

5. Increase awareness of existing renewable energy options and energy
savings programs.

A public education campaign or a subsidy program could be created to encourage the

use of existing renewable energy providers such as Clean Cur rents, which provides
wind energy to PEPCO, BG&E and SMECO customers.
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Responsible Waste Management to I I
C

Cut Costs and Reduce Pollution

Contact: Matt Dernoga, UMD for Clean Energy, Tel: 240  -593-1268, Email:

mdernoga@umd.edu , www.umdforcleanenergy.com ; Gary Frank, Tel : 301-772-5643, Email:

garyfrank55@aol.com

REDUCINGt he amount of waste in Prince Géacetegg e 6s Co

approach that can reduce operating costs, cut pollution, and save energy . From an

environmental standpoint, more trash means that more landfill space is needed to
hold it . This not only consumes land, landfills also bring environmental hazards such
as groundwater contamination and the release of methane gas and other toxins

Communities that are near landfills are vulnera ble to increased health risks
Meanwhile, we are running out of landfill space which will mean paying to truck it
el sewhere for dumping. Then thereds the trash t
landfills . It ends up polluting our streams, and scattered al ong our roads . There are
also cost benefits from having less waste to manage . The more trash there is to
collect, the more trucks and labor is needed to transport it . The cost to fuel these
vehicles adds up, and will rise further as energy prices increase . The contamination of
our waterways from waste also increases the operating costs in treating our water
supplies .
Review the Countyds progress in implementing cl

IN THE WASTE. MANAGEMENT REVIEW CONDUCTED FOR THE. COUNTY
BY THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL, FINANCE CENTER
IN FEBRUARY 2008.

In 2008, the University of Maryland released a comprehensive proposal for improving

waste management i n PrilhappearsGatomanyefthe Count y

recommendations have not yet been acte  d on, or there has not been sufficient
progress . The County should authorize a supplemental review using the 2008 study
as a guidepost.

ADOPT A COUNTY, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AND PRIVATE SECTOR PARTNERSHIP
TO SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE WASTE AND PUT THE COUNTY ON A PATH
to Azero waste. o

The concept of moving individuals, corporations
wasted is no longer simply the dream of a-few e
grid. o Cities |ike Seattl e, Was hmentginEuropeand Aus
are adopting policies that are designed to lead to zero waste . The basic premise is

that even the most advanced recycling programs do not in themselves sufficiently

reduce the economic and environmental costs of landfills . Comprehensive pr ograms

are needed that prevent the creation of waste as well as manage the disposal of
waste . (The Institute for Local Self Reliance is championing a waste to wealth program
focused around four elements: deconstruction services, electronic recycling, matt
recycling and composting. They are a great source for zero -waste planning.) To
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establish a zero -waste partnership, the County and local governments can start by
looking at the following options:

1. Mandate county i wide household and commercial recycl ing of paper,
plastic, metal, and glass.  In 2007, the County renovated the materials recycling

facility and instituted single  -stream recycling . While single stream recycling increases
the rate of participation in the recycling program, the County can do mu ch more by
mandating recycling for both residential and commercial pick -ups. To assist
businesses in making the transition to recycling, the County should offer tra ining and
technical assistance.

2. Reduce construction waste by facilitating recycling of co nstruction

material and in doing so, create economic opportunities.

Waste from construction sites is not only clogging our landfills, it is a missed

economic opportunity . The County should partner with local green businesses to

develop creative ways to in  crease recycling of construction debris . One simple idea

would be to provide a staging area at the land fill, for residents and businesses to

i nspect and oOadopt é r ecy c.lCanbmurety Forklift, atocaluct i on deb
business, provides another model f  or the collection and sale of reusable building

materials . Because of the value of used construction material, the County can create

business opportunities through incentives for deconstruction instead of demolition

There is a growing demand for recycled lumber products in particular.
3. Provide support and assistance to multi -family housing communities to
encourage greater recycling. Because of population density in multi -family

housing communities, there is a potentially large payoff in providing
assista nce to encourage recycling in these communities.

A.Pass a f B othateéstablishes a tecovery fee on all bottles consumers
return to local retailers for recycling.

5. Establish a plastic bag fee  and dedicate the funds for cleanup of the

Anacostia River modeled after the DC bag policy, which rewards consumers
for using reusable bags.

6. Establish a comprehensive composting program for food and yard
waste. According to the EPA , “Yard trimmings and food residuals together constitute

26 percentofthe U. S. munici pal solid waste stream. 6 0 (
benefits of resource efficiency and creating a useful product from organic waste that
woul d otherwise have been |l andfilled. 6 The Cou

and disposal of organ ic yard waste . Additional steps should be taken to ensure that
yard waste is barred from the landfill (and the projected transfer station), and
composting of organic food waste is increased, including the possibility of curbside
pickup of organic food wast e along side of yard waste.

According to the EPA, there are also opportunities for economic development by
creating an expanded composting market . 00nce dominated by public sector
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operations, the composting industry is increasingly entrepreneurial and pri vate -
sector driven, led by firms that add value to compost products through processing

and marketing. Compost prices have been as high as $26 per ton for landscape muich
to more than $100 per ton for high -grade compost, which is bagged and sold at the
retai | | evel .0

7. Encourage a market for recycled materials and products. In addition to

construction waste, there are a number of other economic opportunities available
with recycled materials including repairing and reusing wood pallets, and shredding
and re cycling petroleum -based products such as tires, carpets and carpet pads.

8. Increase recycling of electronics and appliances through curb -side
pickup. Communities such as College Park and Cheverly have already instituted
curb -side pick -up programs for elec tronics at no cost to the taxpayer.

9. Create a public education program to increase awareness of the need to
reduce waste and the steps to be taken . Several easy low cost steps can be taken
immediately, including increased information and prominence for recycling and

waste reduction on the county web  -site and the initiation of an awards program for
businesses (as in Montgomery County) to highlight best practices.

10. Create alternative clean energy sources from waste. Prince Georgeds
County has been a lea der in methane retention from solid waste, but more can be

accomplished . By separating organic material from landfills, bio -fuels can be created

without a negative impact on farming and food production . In fact, British Airways

and the US bio -energy compan Yy Solena have already announced the establishment of

Europe's first green jet fuel plant in the East End of London based on reclaimed

landfill.

11. Research the viability of a modest fee structure for garbage collection.

A fee structure that rewards low u se would need to be high enough to discourage un -

necessary waste while not being so high as to encourage illegal dumping . Prince

Georgeds residents now pay for solid Whiste disp
payment system encourages excessive disposal a  nd leaves county residents

disconnected from the real monetary and environmental costs

12. Creating requirements for the County and local governments to

purchase products produced with recycled materials. An increasingly wide
range of products, from offi ~ ce supplies to furniture, are made with recycled

materials . Local governments should establish guidelines for purchasing such

products and give preference to products that are produced locally.

13. Reducing the volume of packing materials. Establish a coll aborative
program between the County, local governments and businesses to encourage the
reduction of beverage, food container and other packing materials, by increasing the
use of renewable packing materials and reducing the overall volume of packing
mater ials.
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14. Reducing product obsolescence.  Establish a partnership with local

businesses to reduce waste by developing olife
identify and communicate appropriate ways to recycle, repair or re -use products at

point of sale

15. Reduce the operating costs of waste management. Convert sanitation

trucks to ones that run on alternative fuels, p  ower facilities that manage waste and
recycling through clean energy, and r  eevaluate truck routing to reduce the distance
traveled . Shipping companies have done this and saved millions of dollars . Also, vary
the sanitation truck size, sending smaller trucks to rural communities, and larger

ones to more densely populated urban communities.

16. Eliminate harmful coal ash dumping in Prince George 0 .sThe Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) filed suit in April 2010 against Mirant, an

Atlanta -based power company, alleging that its coal -ash landfill in Brandywine is
polluting groundwater and a nearby creek . The Brandywine coal combustion

waste (CCW) landfill contains seven million cubic yards of CCW in multiple, unlined
disposal cells. County and state documents show high levels of heavy metal
contamination in the surrounding waters that flow into the Patuxent River and

threaten the Merkle Wi Idlife Sanctuary. MDE has been unable to get the company to
agree to a timetable for compliance with rules for CCW waste dumping, or to

establish a cleanup plan . While CCW can be recycled as a raw material for cement or
used as fill for mine reclamation, t he suitability of CCW for recycling varies

depending on its composition and the level of toxicity . Certain types of coal ash can
produce high concentrations of selenium, sulfate, arsenic, iron or manganese in soil

that may leach into surface or groundwater . If there must be a CCW landfill in Prince
Georgefds County, we must ensure that safety mea
off, but the preferable long term solution is to reduce our dependency on coal and
eliminate CCW disposal in our County.
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Land Use and Transportation: Decisions I I I
to Build a Shared, Sustainable Prosperity E

Contact: Bradley Heard, Tel: 240 -297-4439, Email: bradley.heard@gmail.com ; Cheryl Cort,

Coalition for Smarter Growth, Tel: 202 -244-4408 x 112, Email: cheryl@smartergrowth.net

www .smartergrowth.net ; Karren Pope -Onwukwe, Prince Georgeds Advocat
based Transit (PG ACT), Tel: 301 -927-3145, Email: princegeorgesact@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/princegeorgesact/

FIFTEEN METRO STATIONS. AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

PRINCEGe o geds County has the best economic devel
Washington, D.C.region 615 Metro stations in close proximit
leading employment centers. A central issue in the 2010 election should be how to

capitalize on these assets. Strategic economic development is the key to building a

strong tax base needed to support quality schools, public safety, and employment

opportunities for residents.

The Obama Administration has made sustainable communities and t he integration of
housing, transit, and the environment, particularly through transit -oriented
development, a top investment priority . The market for walkable, mixed -use and

transit accessible development continues to grow as our demographics change. By
2025, 72 percent of U.S. households will be empty nesters, retirees and young
professionals without children. Also, with public resources strained, the national and
state focus will increasingly be on making the most of existing infrastructure such as
our Me tro stations, and on renewing aging water, sewer, road, and school
infrastructure in existing communities.

Targeting public policy and resources to revita
oDevel oped Tierd6 and its 15 wunder ulizeonithesed Metr o
opportunities and should be a local, regional, state and national priority . This cannot

be achieved without the unified commitment of the next County Executive and
County Council.

THE, COST OF SCATTERED DEVELOPMENT

Despite many county land -use policies that make revitalization of the Developed Tier
and transit -oriented development top priorities, too many land -use decisions have
fueled scattered development . Development that is spread out across the County
cannot be well -served by transit and results in overburdened roads and longer
commutes . When combined housing and transportation costs are considered, the
burden on families of long auto commutes can be significant . In contrast, jobs,
housing, and investment around existing Metro stations inc reases access to travel
options (e.g., walking, biking, transit, or driving) for workers at all income levels,

reduces overall transportation costs, conserves commuting time, lessens the need to
build additional (and wider) roads, and allows families to en joy a higher quality of
life. Scattered devel opment also undermines the
communities, beautiful parks and natural areas
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GENERAL PLAN GOALS HAVE NOT BEEN REALIZED

The 2002 Prince Georgeds Counn8psqgGeemiicacch Pl an d
called the oDeveloped Tiero6 as ddnstytohigh -pri or it
density, mixed -use, transit - and pedestrian -oriented development . This area is

generally bordered by the Capital Beltway and the District of Columbia boun dary, and

it is 25 square miles larger than the District of Columbia . The General Plan calls for

growth to be focused at transit stations, desig
selected points along key corridors. The General Plan allows for an overs ized

oDevel oping Tier,6 an astounding 237 square mi/l
accommodate over one million people (the entire population of Fairfax County), a

number which is far more than projected growth . While less than one percent is

designated to tak e place in the 150 square -mile Rural Tier in the southern part of the

County, the plan fails to provide effective protection for that area . As a result, the

plan undermines efforts to guide investment to the Developed Tier or at Metro

stations.

Evenbythe Gener al Pl ands own standards, growth and
Georgeds County has not .Bront2002to0D7, thhesexpamsivei si on e d
Developing Tier received 79 percent of the Coun
instead of its projected maximum of 66 percent . Contrary to the General Plan

guidelines, much of the development in the Developing Tier was scattered. Only 5

percent of growth occurred in designated centers and corridors, even though the

General Plan goal called for directing 20 percent o f growth to Developing Tier

centers . Only 18 percent of new housing development occurred in the Developed Tier

during that same period, although the General Plan set a minimum development goal

of 33 percent . The Rural Tier, where very little development wa S supposed to occur,

received three percent of housing units, or three times more than the one percent

goal set by the General Plan.

Since adoption of the General Plan, the County Council has approved numerous plans
and projects that further increase the already extensive development capacity of the
Developing and Rural Tiers. With so much land open to development, coupled with a
permissive planning and development review process, there is little incentive to

invest in the transit  -rich Developed Tier. Mor eover, given the increasing sprawl, the
County has experienced challenges in providing adequate transit, school, police and

fire services to all of its residents.

DEVELOPMENT PATTERN i GENERAL PLAN GOAL VS. ACTUAL,
2002-2007 (NEW DWELLING UNITS)

Goal for percent of overall Goal for percent of

development captured in development in centers &
Tier Tier 2007 actual corridor nodes 2007 actual
Developed Over 33% 18% Over 50% 34%
Developing Less than 66% 79% Over 20% 5%
Rural Less than 1% 3% - -

Source: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, The General Plan Growth Policy Update,
September 2008. http://www.pgplanning.org/Resources/Publications/Studies.htm
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PRi nce Georgeds County must adopt new and enfor
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO CREATE GREAT WALKABLE COMMUNITIES

1. Commit to investing in the Developed Tier communities and the
Countyos 15 Me by rearienting the locatiomof two -third s of new
housing and employment to Developed Tier centers, 15 Metro station areas and
existing towns and cities . The County must do the following:

Incentivize investment at all 15 Metro stations by coordinating with state and local

agencies to remove barr iers and encourage revitalization. Provide economic

incentives such as targeted tax increment financing (TIF) districts, low -interest loans,
expedited development review, and reduced development review fees. These

investments should foster mixed  -use walkab le places that can attract more
employment over time and strengthen the tax base.

Implement pedestrian  -oriented building design, zoning and land use policies
includingform -based codes (o0Urban Centers & Corridor
0 Mi x ed Us desigh standadds) through a full public involvement process.

Focus initially on those station areas that provide the most immediate opportunities

for near -term development and stations with greater economic development benefit
potential. Develop comprehen  sive urban design, pedestrian/bicycle access, economic
development, and land assembly strategies for each station area.

Prioritize state transportation funding to repair and maintain existing infrastructure
(ofix it firstd), and fpeusggcatalyze transia naignted t at i on pr
development -related infrastructure investments.

Partner with Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority to remove obstacles to
joint development of Metro station sites and set clear and realistic priorities for
attra cting and implementing quality transit -oriented development.

2. Prioritize public funds to address backlogs in maintenance, repair and
upgrade of services in all existing communities. With the fiscal strain on local,
state and federal government, the Coun ty cannot afford to meet the demands of
extensive new infrastructure in the Developing and Rural Tiers, and also address

aging infrastructure in all tiers. To do so, the County must:

Commit public infrastructure funds and services to reinvestment and grow th in the
Developed Tier, Metro stations, cities, and towns, while also addressing the backlog
of public service needs in existing communities in the Developing and Rural Tiers

Ensure that sewer and water capacity is sufficient in existing communities a nd target
investment to renewing aging sewer infrastructure in need of repair and
reconstruction
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Prevent the extension of sewer and water services to the Rural Tier or undeveloped
parts of the Developing Tier outside centers.

Reassess existing plans fo r substantial new development of designated centers and
corridors outside of the Developed Tier for their fiscal impact on the County.

3. Build amulti  -modal transportation system that fosters reinvestment in

existing communities, fully utilizes the Coun tyds 15 Metro stations, of
alternatives to driving for every trip, and supports sustainable economic development

for the 21 = Century economy . To do so, the County must:

Implement complete streets standards and green streets standards to ensure walking
and bicycling can become safe and convenient modes of travel, while reducing

polluted runoff. At Metro stations and other centers, street design standards should

provide sidewalks, bicycle facilities, narrowed crossing distances and travel lane

widths, and other low -speed design features to increase the safety and attractiveness

of walking and bicycling.

Adopt minimum multiple street connectivity standards for any major development or
subdivision connected to state or county roads. Local street co nnectivity is essential
to reducing traffic and providing shorter travel routes.

Adopt transportation demand management requirements for major new

developments to reduce vehicle trips and traffic, and increase the share of walk,

bicycle, transit and carpo ol trips. For urban centers and corridor nodes, use multi -
modal level/quality of service performance measures that include service for

pedestrians, bicycles and transit.

Require the construction of adequate pedestrian and bikeway facilities as a part of a I

development reviews, and require such facilities both on -site and off -site to
encourage more people to walk, bicycle and access transit, thus reducing vehicle
traffic.

Adequately fund local transit services. The County lacks sufficient operating and
capital funding for a high quality bus system . Continued cuts in service for The Bus
and Metrobus need to be reversed

Commit to land use decisions that ensure viable transit service. If the County

continues to permit scattered development outside the beltway, there will be no
economic way to provide transit service with sufficient frequency to encourage

ridership . Funding and service will be diluted while trying to serve far -flung
developments, leaving residents, especially commuters, seniors and children, without

sustainable transit options.

Increase frequency: locating development in more regionally accessible places with

compact and walkable designs, the County can improve bus service frequency so that

bus travel i s more convenriiechegr sa,ndd ian tadaecittsi anc htoc
dependent riders
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Champion the state and U.S. Congress funding for the Purple Line Light Rail and rail
on the Wilson Bridge. Plan future Purple Line extensions to connect Developed Tier
communities and Pr i nuity Cdlege tageGampu o mm

Prioritize the Countyds m&4-route Pdouitg Colridones i n WMAT
Network . Implement signal priority, queue jumps and dedicated bus lanes on these
routes to give new and existing riders reduced travel times and incr eased reliability

4. Revise the General Plan to substantially reduce the development
capacity of the Developing Tier and conserve the Rural Tier. To do so, the
County must:

Allow no more than 33 percent of new housing and commercial development to occu r
in the Developing Tier . Most of this growth should be restricted to designated centers
and corridor nodes within the Developing Tier.

Commit to following the Gener al Pl ands restrict
Tier and prevent removing propertie s from the Rural Tier to expand development
potential.

5. Protect farmland, open space, forests, and natural areas in the
Developing and Rural Tiers by restricting extensions of public
infrastructure, funding preservation and the transfer of development
rights.

Protect undeveloped lands in the Developing and Rural Tier by restricting sewer and
water extensions, upzonings, road extensions and other public actions that encourage
land conversion.

Commit to protecting farmland, forests, open space, and natu ral areas by increasing
funding for open space, sensitive lands and agricultural preservation.

Examine a program for transfer of development rights (TDR) that significantly
reduces development capacity in the Rural Tier and protects farm and forest lands
from development by requiring development fees in the Developing Tier to support
rural preservation.

6. Create inclusive housing and workforce policies to ensure all Prince
Georgeds residents shar e i Toddsh,¢he @omdyrmgst. ng pr ospe
Establishacounty -wi de i ncl usi onary zoning | aw-Prcal so kno

Dwelling Unit program) that requires 12 percent of units in residential developments
to be moderately -priced (affordable to households earning 65 percent of the area
median in come (AMI) in exchange for a 22 percent density bonus).

Establish housing affordability preservation priorities. Identify federal and state

resources to assist in rehabilitating and maintaining affordability of key apartment
buildings, especially those cl  ose to Metro stations, other transit hubs and corridors
These policies are designed to ensure that high value transit -oriented development
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fosters and protects a diversity of housing choices, including those for low -wage
working families.  In addition, th e County should f ollow through on foreclosure
assistance and foreclosure prevention programs in coordination with state and

federal agencies.

Require local workforce development and hiring for all government -assisted
development projects.
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Encouraging Sustainable Agriculture I V
and Marketing Locally Produced Food “
Contact: Renee Catacalos, Farm to Table Communications, Tel: 301 -675-2299, Email:
reneecatacalos@gmail.com , www.farmtotablecommunications. com ; Margaret Morgan -

Hubbard, Engaged Community Offshoots (ECO), Email: info@ecoffshoots.org
www.ecoffshoots.org

THEPrince Geor geds County aogcentratad inthesoaHerni ndustry
part of the County and faces three challenges that threaten the very existence of the
industry . First, the national trend of dropping farm commaodity prices and increasing

production costs has made it difficult to sustain small farms . Second, despite efforts

to create O0smart growthoé policies in the County
continue to experience the fastest development rates in the County . Third, the decline

of tobacco as a crop in the County has left agriculture in a state of transition and

uncertainty .Whi |l e these trends are discouraging, Prin
number of natural advantages which can promote local agriculture . All across

America, the demand for local food is increasing .Pri nce Geoantyjséndlese

proximity to the wealthy and well -educated Baltimore -Washington market . Urban

agriculture offers new models for growing food on a commercial scale in rapidly
urbanizing areas. Local governments and local businesses represent a valuable

resource and market for local agriculture . Vineyards/wineries, value -added
agricultural products including cheeses and other dairy products, agritourism and
renewable energy are emerging opportunities for the County . We need clear, strong
leadership and sup port services to assist our farmers in remaining economically

viable so that we can preserve our land and build a new agricultural economy .In

order to have sustainable agriculture, we must:
IMPROVE. FARMLAND PRESERVATION POLICIES

Exi sting 0 s mpolicies hgve notwtotkad . As outlined in the Land Use and
Transportation section, we need to drastically improve county policies to discourage
development of the Rural Tier where farming is concentrated . To do so, we need to
eval uate t he Co tha Mayytarsd AgrisudugaeLand Preservation Fund
(MALPF) and ensure that we establish a county  -wide priority preservation area that
meets certification requirements and we must establish a program for county

purchase of development rights with dedicated fu nding. To further enhance farmland
preservation, Prince Georgeds County should cre
after Carroll C oTinat progidra a gsists lguyess avho want to use
preservation funds to help acquire working farmland. The pro gram is designed to
provide 75 percent of easement value in a relatively short period of time. After

receiving this county minimum easement payment, the new owner puts the farm in

the regular MALPF program.

County zoning regulations must also be reformed to protect lot size and to prevent
zoning exceptions that undermine existing policies.

BUILDING HEALTHY AND VIBRANT COMMUNITIES I GREEN POWER COALITION

14


http://www.farmtotablecommunications.com/
mailto:info@ecoffshoots.org
http://www.ecoffshoots.org/

ENCOURAGE AND EXPAND FARMERS MARKETS TO INCREASE OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL
SALES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

Establishing local farmers markets is often a difficult process which requires
identification of a site, attraction of vendors and marketing to the public . The County
needs to conduct an assessment of current farmer markets and new opportunities .
To enhance opportunities, we need to evaluate and reduce un -needed regul ation, such
as ensuring our Health Department regulations align with statewide rules meant to

ease the burden on farmers, such as the recently passed exemption to certain

requirements for the sampling of foods at farmers markets.

The Cheltenham Farmers Ma rket functions as an important market outlet for

Southern Maryland produce, but it is considered by many local farmers to be a

market of last resort. Improved functionality of the market to match the operational

characteristics of Southeastern Pennsylvania &s mar ket s may help to exfg
opportunity for produce, hay, and horticultural product growers by creating greater

market liquidity. The market is currently owned by the Department of Agriculture

and managed by a volunteer board without a long -term deve lopment plan.

FOSTER NICHE/ SPECIALTY AND ORGANIC FARMING OPPORTUNITIES THAT CREATE HIGH
VALUE PRODUCTS

Specialty farming, such as the production of micro -greens for restaurant use or the

farming of crops specific to various ethnic cuisines, is an expandi ng part of the

agricultural industry, because it meets untapped demand for quality products and

creates higher revenue opportunities for farmers .Prince Georgebds County
such opportunities if we are to have a vibrant farming community .PrinceGeor ge d s
County dairy farmers could be encouraged to participate in the statewide raw milk

cheese processing pilot program . The organic food movement is booming in America,

but too often, the expansion is driven by large -scale and long -distance operations . We

must encourage our own organic farming industry. Allowed uses of agricultural land

should also be expanded to include value  -added processing and marketing activities.

ENHANCE LOCAL FOOD MARKETING AND INCREASE DEMAND FOR LOCAL FOOD
PRODUCTS

1. Prince Geo r geds County has a huge unmet potWenti al
have farms in close proximity to population centers . We have both high -end markets

and public markets that can be easily tapped, and we have an opportunity to improve

the diet and healt h of lower -income communities . A number of actions are required

to enhance the marketing and demand for local food products including:

2. Create a local food purchasing preference standard for public institutions based

on the Woodbury County, lowa, model . While the school year does not coincide with

the | ocal growing season, the Prince Georgeds C
local food procurement policy to maximize the use of local foods . Such a policy will

support farming, and also provide students with a healthier diet.

BUILDING HEALTHY AND VIBRANT COMMUNITIES I GREEN POWER COALITION

15



3. Increase local food in restaurants and retail locations by identifying local
restaurants and retailers with an expressed interest in providing year -round local
products to customers

4, Develop a list of target products for ma rketing purposes and create a buy local
marketing program or leverage existing campaigns being promoted at the regional

and state level, such as Buy Fresh Buy Local Chesapeake Region and the Maryland Buy

Local Challenge .By publ i ci zi ng 0 fstance traweietl feom tarm(tottadble) d i
we can also help raise awareness and sales of local foods.

5. Publicize and foster ocommunityCSisapayfot ed agr i
the food buying public to create a relationship with a farm and to receive a r egular

share of produce or other farm products. By making a financial commitment to a

farm, people become Omembersod6 (or oO0sharehol ders
Most CSA farmers prefer that members pay for the season up -front, at the beginning

of the growing season when costs are high and income is low.

CREATE AN ALTERNATIVE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
TIED TO LOCAL FARMERS

In much the same way that local production has become the driving force in the food

industry, alterative energy production is dr iving change in both the agricultural and

energy sectors. Development of a program to support alternative energy crops and

distributed energy production in the community may prove beneficial to both

agricultural and general audiences . The Biodiesel Co-opis a gr eat Prince Geo
based green business that could supply fleet vehicles for the County, but they need a

permanent location

SUPPORT URBAN FARMING EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Urban farming is a growing opportunity to improve the diet and health of ur ban

neighborhoods as well as economic development, while significantly lowering food

miles by producing food as close as possible to those who will eat it . Americorps has

initiated urban farming programs including a 2.5 acre urban farm in St. Louis which

employs homeless and indigent citizens .National model s such as Mil
Growing Power demonstrate that urban agriculture improves local food security and

creates economic opportunities for residents . High property values in urban areas can

be an impedim ent to developing urban farms . House Bill 1062 was passed in the

Maryland 2010 legislative session to authorize county governments to adopt property

tax credits for urban agriculture .Prince Georgeds County should p
implement such tax cre dits . The County should also look for ways to support the
efforts of the Park and Planning Department in finding publicly -owned land that can

be used to create urban farms as in the pilot project with Engaged Community
Offshoots in Edmonston.
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Encourage Economic Growth
Through the Development of Green Business

Contact: Mariko Bennett, Tel: 301 -741-3443, Email: marikobennett@gmail.com ; Ruthie
Mundell, Community Forklift, Tel: 301 -904 -7579, Email: Ruthie@CommunityForklift.com ,
www.communityforklift.com

We applaud Prince Georgeds Countyds efforts to
through its green building and energ y efficiency programs . However, the County also
has a valuable asset in its green business sector

Green businesses are those operated in ways that solve environmental and social

problems . These businesses are socially and environmentally responsible in t he way
they source, manufacture, and market their products and run their offices and

factories . This can range from businesses that provide green products or services (for
example, a recycling company) to businesses that provide traditional products using

more sustainable methods (for example, a cement block company that uses biodiesel

to operate its forklifts)

Even in tough economic times, companies are responding to a growing consumer
demand for greener options (for ex aempchan, MOMOG s,

opened a new store in Bowie just four months ago) . There are currently over 50
businesses in Prince Georgeds County that provi
at www.CommunityForklift.com/greenbiz.cfm) dand thatds not counting

tradi tional businesses that have made efforts to green their operations

Al t hough the Prince Georgeds County Going Green
identified several positive accomplishments of county and local government agencies,
there is still a gre at deal to be done . There are numerous opportunities for green

economic growth in Prince Georgeds County, incl
construction and support, green governmental contracting, materials recycling and
reuse, renewable energy installatio  n/development and weatherization . Fostering this

economic opportunity is critical for the financial and physical health of our
communities .

Create a Prince Georgeds County office of sust:
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Tosupportthedev el opment of the Countyds green economy
Office of Sustainability must be created . This office would be responsible for

coordinating sustainable practices across county agencies, serving as a resource for

present and future green bu  sinesses, and increasing communication among county

employees, local governments, businesses, and residents.

The experience of other jurisdictions has shown that a significant part of the cost of
this new office could be covered by resource and energy sav ings in county
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government operations . In addition, increased tax revenue can be expected as more
green businesses and consumers are attracted to the County

The Office of Sustainability would:

1. Improve the sustainability of county practices and oper ations. The

Countyds Going Green Steering Committee has bee
with the improvement of infrastructure (including the building of green schools

and the reduction of energy use in county buildings through partnerships with

Energy Servi ces Companies) . The next logical step is to improve the practices of

county employees and agencies

The Office of Sustainability could speed the ac
Going Green goals, promote education and awareness of sustainability

throughou t the local government and the larger community, and manage

sustainable activities such as recycling, greener behaviors, and water

conservation . It could provide research and technical assistance to all

departments, and evaluate the costs and benefits of m ore sustainable choices in

county procurement decisions.

2. Evaluate existing county services and programs to identify waste and
inefficiencies  and re -direct practices that could create green business opportunities.

For example, county home owners, busin  esses and construction firms increase our
waste disposal costs by clogging our landfill with construction debris that is often
valuable and could be re -used. County and local governments must partner with
green business to take advantage of markets for thi s material . This could be
accomplished by placing collection containers at landfills and transfer stations, which
has been successful in Montgomery and Howard Counties

3. Ensure that the County solicits input from our existing green businesses
when eval uating federal government funding opportunities, such as the
recent federal recovery act and jobs bill.

4. Promote the existing green busine®sres in P
existing green businesses face a visibility problem . Itis common for county

governments to publicize parks, strong schools, local newspapers, volunteer groups,

and other local resources in order to attract visitors, residents, businesses, and

investors . The green, sustainable, and small business
valuabl e assets, and it would be wise to promote
website, tourism office, press efforts, and educational events, as well as the annual

Green Festival.

5. Bring together local stakeholders to create green development and

energ y improvement initiatives. For example, San Diego has a creative program
offering no -interest loans to small businesses to make energy efficiency

improvements . The San Diego Clean Enterprise program is a joint project of the city,
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the non -profit CleanTECH San Diego, and the San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) . Note
that the funds are provided by SDG&E, with borrowers repaying through their

monthly SDG&E bill . (http://www.lajollalight.com/news/256122 -energy -efficiency -
initiative -announced -for -small -businesses ).

6. Educate local businesses and the community about existing green
Incentives, such as those listed at the Database of State Incentives for Renewables
and Efficiency ( www.dsireusa.org ). Also, assist businesses to take advantage of
existing federal and st ate grant and loan programs related to energy efficiency and
sustainability

/. Research, create, and promote incentives for businesses to make energy
efficient and sustainable improvements. For example, the Office of
Sustainability could present annual awards to recognize businesses and property
management companies that improve recycling rates, energy use, composting, or
other green practices . This could be cheap and easy to do

The Recycling Awards given by Mont gomeisyg County
good example . Businesses voluntarily report their recycling rates, and the County

holds a yearly luncheon to recognize the winners . It costs very little for the County to

implement, but businesses appreciate the recognition and the good press that r esults .

They also use it as a way to motivate their employees and tenants to participate
(http://wvww.montgomerycountymd.gov/swstmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/solidwaste/e
ducation/sorrt/awards/2009 -bus-recycling -ach-awards.asp).

8. Promote greener behavior amon g county residents, which will lead to

the growth of our green businesses. Much more information could be provided
on the Countyds website to gui dEorexample,dlent s i n g
County and local jurisdictions should provide more extensive information on public

works websites about recycling and reuse options, including contact information for
local recycling companies and thrift stores that accept donations

9. Increase utilization and improve county weatherization programs. Prince
Georgeds County has forgone opportunities to great
under -utilization of weatherization funds . This has also cost the County jobs

10. Encourage and mandate green buildings. Many of the existing green

businessesin Prince Georg e s County provide goods and servi
construction . The County can support their growth by encouraging greener buildings
Often, opportunities for cost savings and other benefits of green building are missed
due to lack of knowledge about  the benefits .We must i mprove upon the
existing green building policies by:
a) Requiring LEED Silver certification for all new commercial buildings over
10,000 square feet.
b) Requiring compliance with Green Communities standards for all residential
bui ldings over 10,000 square feet.
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¢) Requiring all major construction projects to contribute to a Green Building
fund . This fund can then be used to:
i. Educate builders, renovators, businesses, and residents who want to
learn how to build green; and
li. Expandthe Countydés capacity to conduct green
and inspections.
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Protecting Our Water

E
and Other Natural Resources

Contact: Andy Fellows, Clean Water Action, Tel: 202  -895-0420 x 102, Email:
afellows@cleanwater.org , www.cleanwateraction.org

FOR the last four decades, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware and the federal government

have recognized the critical danger faced by the Chesapeake Bay, but failed to stop

the deterioration . This failure is part of our overall failure to serve as responsible

custo dians for our natural resources . For too long we have developed our forests,
meadows, wetlands and other natural spaces without regard to the full consequences

of those lost ecosystems . In recent years, the importance of ecosystems to

sustainability has b ecome clear. The key to ecosystem health is biodiversity .0The
ecosystems that support us - that determine the carrying capacity of the earth and

our local spaces - are run by biodiversity. It is biodiversity that generates oxygen and
cleans water, creates topsoil out of rock, buffers extreme weather events like

droughts and floods, pollinates our crops, and recycles the mountains  of garbage we
create every day 6 - Doug Tallamy in  Gardening for Life . Itis not enough to have
biodiversity somewhere else & in National Parks or National Forests 8 we need it right
in the communities where we live . As custodians of the environment we live in, we

must develop and implement policies to protect and restore the Anacostia, Patuxent

and Potomac rivers and their tributar ies and connect water and energy efficiency to
effectively manage our water resources.

MAINTAINING SAFE AND AFFORDABLE DRINKING WATER

We often take the most basic ingredient for a healthy life for granted . We assume that
clean, safe and affordabledrin ki ng water will always be avail al
that threats to our drinking supply are present and growing.

1. Implement a land use policy that protects supplies of drinking water,

including wellhead protection for those who rely on wellwater or groundwater .
Wellhead Protection is a way to prevent drinking water from becoming polluted by
managing potential sources of contamination in the area which supplies water.

2. Maintain or expand the buffer around the T. Howard Duckett Reservoir

inNorthP r i nce Geor g eWesalsoheedtoencourage Montgomery and

Howard Counties to protect Prince Georgeds drin
and Patuxent Rivers.

3. Ensure that the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC)
uses the most health p  rotective drinking water treatment at its plants on the

Potomac and Patuxent Rivers, and minimizes use of chlorine and other deadly
chemicals in the treatment of bacteria.
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4. Adequately fund WSSC to ensure the safe distribution of drinking

water throughi ts pipes to residences, businesses and other taps, to minimize leaks,
ruptures or contamination.

5. Develop a water conservation policy that minimizes the waste of water
through conservation, re -use and effective monitoring of water
withdrawal permits.

MANAGEMENT OF RAINFALL FOR GARDEN-FILLED COMMUNITIES

The urbanization of Prince Geaclegreaddpreedunty has
danger to our environment and our waterways . Runoff from building and impervious

surfaces washes tons of pollutants and garb age into the Anacostia, the Potomac and

their tributaries.

1. The County should implement a policy to make sure that the first 1.7
inches of rainwater during a storm stays on the land where it falls, instead

of washing into storm drains and downstream whe re it washes chemicals off streets
and parking lots and erodes stream beds.

2. Building permit regulations should be implemented to require

vegetation as part of building design, including the expectation that developers
feature green roofs, green walls,  trees and other landscaping designed to reduce
runoff as part of projects that are subject to county approval.

3. A fee structure should be implemented to discourage the creation of

new impervious surfaces and encourage redevelopment of existing impervio us
areas. Impervious surfaces send water downstream with negative consequences and
keeps rain from draining into the soil.

4. Steps should be taken to promote increasing the tree canopy

throughout the County, with special emphasis on increasing forested b uffers of
rivers and streams.

5. The County should update the outmoded flood management policy and
address flood control by more than channeling water downstream.

6. The County should create local funding strategies to retrofit old and
outdated storm wa  ter management systems,  including the leverage of private
sector funds.

/. All county, local and private storm water drains should include signage

to prevent dumping and should include traps to prevent debris from washing
into our waterways.
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REDUCTION OF WATER WASTE TO SAVE MONEY AND ENERGY

Water is a precious resource, and must be conserved . There is also a direct
connection between water conservation, energy conservation and decreasing

pollution . Our water and waste water policies do not sufficientl y address
conservation and the need to lessen waste water treatment to conserve energy . We
need to ensure that WSSC is adequately funded for the safe collection of waste water
through its pipes from residences, businesses and other facilities that produce

wastewater, and to minimize leaks, ruptures and the resulting contamination of

receiving waterways.

| mpl ement the Countyds Green Infrastructure Pl :
AND REGULATION

The Green Infrastructure Plan is a comprehensive vision for conserving significant
environmental ecosystems i.TheRmédninttastrucdBieeplange s Cou
would create a network divided into three categories: Regulated areas containing
environmentally sensitive features, such as streams, wetlands, buffers, the 100 -year
floodplain and steep slopes, that are currently regulated (i.e., protected) during the

land development process;  Evaluation areas containing environmentally sensitive
features, such as interior forests, colonial water bird nesting sites and unique

habitats, that are not currently regulated (i.e., not protected) during the development

review process; Network gaps comprising areas that are critical to the connection of

the regulated and evaluation areas and are targeted for restoration to support the

overall functioning and connectivity of the green infrastructure network.

The establishment of the green infrastructure network would allow land management
and policy decisions to be made with a larger picture in mind and goals are to be set
to prevent the loss of forested acreage and wetlands and improve water quality,
stream and watershed habitat . While the green infrastructure plan is extremely
important, it is meaningless without concrete actions to implement the recommended
policies.
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Front Cover Photos:

Left: Photo from Town of Edmonston, MD Website, http://edmonstonmd.gov/GreenStreetGroundbreaking.html
Right: Photo by Kristi Bahrenburg Janzen

Back Cover Photos (Clockwise):

Photo by Casey Kneipp, Friends o f Lower Beaverdam Creek, www.friendsoflowerbeaverdam.org

Photo by Cheryl Cort, Coalition for Smarter Growth: www.smartergrowth.net

Photo by Renee Catacalos, taken at From the Ground Up CSA at Clagett Farm in Upper Marlboro

Photo from Maryland Offceof t he Gover n o ffiéeshttf/fwens.govpi©s.maryland.gov/
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