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7 When “Tenleytows “book  ‘afi-
cionados heard back in"2001 that &
pot-.of ‘money was - available" to
reconstrict their outdated Tenley-
Friendship Neighbortiood Library,
many were thrilled, and they seftled
right into envisioning .what - could
-happéen in -the coming ‘months of
design tooling. '

Whatever their dreams entailed,
they certainly did not include a hine-

- year waiting period. -t Saccocic
" Slated for complefion in March the Tenley raty.
22000, the library’s plan Jhas mean- Bt that reputati
dered considerably sitice the DC. ing'for the DIC Py
“Council -carmaiked §3° million-in * tem;: -as”cha

¢ty funds 6 plan reconstrachion of Tenley branch: L :
four branches ‘back.in 2001, Area Head librarian’ Gininie “Cooper;
tesidents_have borne ‘the brunt of who came‘on board ‘the library
those _delays, with :the ‘branchat  systemlast ‘year, has reached a num-

“Wisconsin' Avenue ‘and Albemagle ber of mmilestones in enleyiown.
Streef — likeits thres other counter- “This" Wiﬁ"{e';_‘,'--.jﬂj_e' ibrary system
Parts across the city: < shutteréd opened a:shiny niew interim facility
since December 2004: o at 4200 “Wisconsin: Ave., near the
:.-_--_?"‘-‘_I't’_s':aii,'absu"rd_ly_long timne. This closed . branch complete ' with a

18- what we ve bécome used to inithe. ~modesn library ook-and with a
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District-of Columbia,” said Martha
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promise of even greater things to
come at the permanent location.
And Thursday, - Cooper
head the work that - has already
begun on the four branch librarjes,
The system has brought develop-
¢r The Freelon Group Inc. on board
for the Tenley project, along ‘with

D.C.-based. al‘CI’llteCt R McGhee &

Associates. ..

O Y1 think it’s the ﬁrst progress
we've seetiina Iong nme and that 8
good.” said Saccomo -

. ‘The othet. three branches current~

1y slated for : rebuilding . are__thc'

Anacosha Nei ghborhood L

.Benmng Nelghborhc}od rary'at
3935 Benning. Road NE, and the
Watha . T. DamellShaw
Nexghborhood lerary at 1'701 Sth
St. NW =

" _The. hbrary system brought in
Hess Construction and Grimm +
Parker architects several years 4
to remake the four braniches: Andin
2002, the council increased funding
o $20 million for complete renova-
tion of the four’ hbranes = §5 mﬁn
Hon for gach branch. =

The ‘library Systeni- spent about
$3 million in planning for work that
never actually materialized, though
the former developmem team’s
plans were completed, vetted,
approved ‘and’ ready to go. The
temaining” $17 million from D.C.
Council funds 1§ stil] part of funds
available: for. all. four . branches,
accordmg to the' I;brary system.

Cooper, who was not with” the
DC library system then, said the
fibrary “Board of Tristess was
undergoing great changeat the time
and “ahtifmately - decided that ‘the
design comp[eted for Terﬂeytown
Wou]d nothave given the commilini-
ty the kind of library the c1[y and [he
neighborliocd wanted, :

The library system also attests
that the originally proposed facility
was not Jarge enongh for thc o=
ULy,

The old Tenley library's size has
been estimated at-16,500 square
feet. . The’. former . contractors
dcswned rhe new Ilbrary to be
roughly the same size, based on
what they said was lmuted funcimc
for the | pro;ect

- The new deve!ope_ ‘

ing and capped utilities at the site, o :
: spokesperson for. the Ilbl‘at’y said, -

the library. systems, 5

told o create a Tenley branc'
between 18,000° and. 200{){) Square
feet _ o
The new total cost for the 'I‘enley 5
branch is ' $16 1 “million. |
of the total ﬁgure accordmg to the
hbrary system i '

hbrary system.are'emrenﬁy obtmn-
mg fi naI “s1gn-offs” on raze permits
from - D.C rnment agenc:es,_'

-neighbor- .
hood is: vettmg po ble pubhc—'_

tenets of the ‘proposal by Roadside "
Development would place a condo- - |
mifinm tower on top of the library.
Somé of thé- TEVEnte generated by
the’ housmg urits would 'go o ‘back
to the city in exchange for land that
belonigs to the District.

Cooper said the library systetn i is
consjdering - that - proposal -as- it
moves forward with its plans.

“We will move forward with our

calendar and see what happens,” she * -

said, noting that the system’s board ..
ees: has heard ‘both-support - -
pposition from residents. .
“They will | pay attention to what the * -
community " says: They’ve' heatd .
both-s;des, and they’ll welgh how jt-

stmmer that - they
would not-want 6 pursue anything -
that delays the libiary’s .progress -
now that it soerns fo-.be moving .
ahead :
H. the commumty ultlmately
endorses the' public-private parters
shlp despite any délays that might

arise, then and ‘only then would the © -

librsiry purste the idea, according to
a8 spokesperson Tor the library sys-
tem.: Roadside” Deveiopment has
vowed in prewous theetings to work
on the library’s timetable.

Cooper said 4 poténtial public-
private partnership would not nec-
essarily affect the: design work of
the library because the housing
tower would be on top of the library
.but be completely separate.

. Reconstruction is slated to begin
in mid-summer 2008, according to

[ERe i_:_ o ;:_.:{‘-




