
  
 
 
 

 

October 8, 2013 
 
Ángel Cabrera 
President 
George Mason University 
4400 University Drive 
Suite D103 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
 
Dear President Cabrera: 
 
It is with great dismay that we read your recently released position statement on the controversial, 
proposed Bi-County Parkway between Prince William and Loudoun Counties.  We are disappointed that 
you did not reach out to our coalition, which has been deeply involved in the debate for many years.  
 
We partnered with four other organizations, including two well-known national conservation and 
preservation organizations, in commissioning a nationally recognized transportation modeler to review 
VDOT's traffic modeling.  He confirmed that the Bi-County Parkway will make traffic congestion worse, 
not better,  in western Prince William County and southern Loudoun County.  The VDOT traffic model 
also shows that our approach of fixing I-66, Route 28 and the Route 28/I-66 interchange will provide 
better airport access for trips originating in the study area including trips to and from your campus at 
Innovation.  See: Rethinking the Bi-County Parkway: Making Sound Transportation Investments in 
Prince William and Loudoun Counties While Preserving Manassas National Battlefield Park. 
 
We also looked to the state, regional and local transportation needs lists to compile a list of projects 
that most people would judge to be of higher priority than the Bi-County Parkway.  In addition to fixing 
I-66 and improving Route 28, these include numerous local road improvements near Innovation and in 
southern Loudoun.  Spending $440 million on the Bi-County Parkway and $1-1.5 billion on the N-S 
Corridor including the Bi-County and Dulles Cargo Access Road, would divert scarce resources from 
these projects.  In addition, these funds could also be used to complete the  Silver Line which will offer a 
direct rail connection from Loudoun and Dulles Airport to your transit-oriented campus in Arlington. 
 
Your university has done great good for our region, but the location decisions by past GMU leadership 
have also contributed to the traffic and sustainability challenges that we face.  Your isolated suburban 
campuses without good transit access magnify our traffic problems.  This is certainly the case with your 
Innovation campus, which you say in your letter depends on students commuting from around the 
region.  Because of the isolated, auto-dependent locations of your two outer campuses, you are asking 
the taxpayers to foot the bill by funding the Bi-County Parkway and associated N-S Corridor. But 
perhaps it's time to pause and look for a more sustainable approach. 
 

http://www.smartergrowth.net/resources/rethinking-the-bi-county-parkway-making-sound-transportation-investments-in-prince-william-and-loudoun-counties-while-preserving-manassas-national-battlefield-park/
http://www.smartergrowth.net/resources/rethinking-the-bi-county-parkway-making-sound-transportation-investments-in-prince-william-and-loudoun-counties-while-preserving-manassas-national-battlefield-park/


 

GMU's current motto is "Where Innovation is Tradition."  Innovation involves recognizing and seizing on 
the revolutionary changes we are seeing in demographics and lifestyles. Both the younger generation 
and downsizing empty nesters are flocking to cities and to walkable, transit-oriented communities. 
Numerous reports are documenting that the smart phone connected to the globe is more important to 
today's young people than a car. Fewer and fewer young people are obtaining driver's licenses and 
owning cars, and they are driving much less.i  These are the next generation of innovators and they will 
be less and less likely to be attracted to isolated, auto-dependent campuses. 
 
Innovation should include adopting the innovations in sustainable growth and transportation that are 
popping up in cities and regions around the globe.  We are seeing new, modern transit, car-sharing, 
bike-sharing, transit-oriented centers and neighborhoods, and new smart phone technologies to 
maximize its efficiency and ease of use.  These technologies are contributing to the revitalization of 
cities, which still represent the most effective forms of human settlement for combining social 
interaction, invention and innovation. 
 
Innovation should include more sustainable patterns of growth and forms of transportation that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and help fight global warming. Fueling growth in areas with the longest 
commute trips, where every trip has to be by car, and where each resident must drive more miles per 
capita than in more convenient, mixed-use, transit-oriented locations, is neither sustainable nor 
innovative. 
 
Therefore we urge you to reconsider your support for the Bi-County Parkway and to consider a 
different, innovative and sustainable approach to GMU's future.  Consider a different location for the 
Loudoun campus, one within 1/2 mile walking distance of a Silver Line Station instead of 1 mile away.  
The Route 28 station would have the advantages of being adjacent to the Center for Innovative 
Technology, just outside Dulles Airport's passenger entrance, well served by existing highway 
infrastructure, and adjacent to a future Silver Line station.  Consider a different approach to the Prince 
William campus as well, including supporting a mixed-use, town-form of development with a grid of 
streets in a walkable environment, along with integrating future VRE stations and express bus services. 
 
In short, we hope that you will reconsider your position on the Bi-County Parkway and adopt a more 
sustainable course for GMU's future.  We would be happy to meet with you to answer your questions 
and to share resources on the points we have raised. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director 
 
 
                                                           
i
 Here are just a few of the many recent reports and columns on the demographic, real estate, and transportation revolution:  

http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/features/2010/1011.doherty-leinberger.html; http://www.uspirg.org/reports/usp/new-

way-go; http://www.uspirg.org/reports/usp/moving-road; http://www.ssti.us/2013/09/factors-affecting-the-decline-in-vmt-a-

new-ssti-report/; and various columns in Streetsblog, http://dc.streetsblog.org/2013/10/02/ssti-to-transport-officials-dont-plan-

on-vmt-to-bounce-back/ 
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