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How to testify in support a progressive parking 
reform in the DC zoning code update before the  
DC Zoning Commission 
 
Sign up to testify in advance 

1. In person: use our handy signup form online at http://www.smartergrowth.net/dc/zoning-
update/#action 
 

2. Submit written comments: If you are not testifying in person, you must mail or fax your 
comments by March 3 to the Zoning Commission (fax number:  202-727-6072).  You can email 
comments but only if you sign your comments and send as a PDF not more than 10 pages. Email 
your signed PDF at: zcsubmissions@dc.gov. You can also upload testimony by logging into their 
site at: http://dcoz.dc.gov/news/2013/news091613a.shtm 

 
What to expect 

You have three minutes to testify.  

• State that you generally support what’s being proposed. If you want to make suggestions for how 
something can be better, be sure to always declare your overall support, and then say you have 
suggestions to make it even better.  
 

• Always be polite and formal, and only speak for your allotted 3 minutes.  
 

• Only answer questions if the commissioners ask you something directly. You don’t get to ask 
questions of the commissioners or anyone else. But it’s not likely that you will be asked questions. 
 

• It’s a formal proceeding but the commissioners are very respectful of all the people who make the 
effort to come out to testify and they generally listen attentively to what you have to say and 
occasionally have questions for you. 

You may see requests to bring multiple copies of your testimony to the meeting. Don’t worry about this if 
it’s a burden.  If you can make multiple copies – make 10, which is what the Zoning Commission has 
asked for. We strongly encourage you to submit written testimony, but it’s not essential.  

Date and time Wards Location 

Saturday, February 8, 2014 – 
9:00AM 

5 & 6 
Dunbar High School Auditorium 
101 N Street NW 
 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 – 
6:00PM 

3 & 4 
Wilson High School Auditorium 
3950 Chesapeake St NW 

Wednesday, February 12, 2014 – 
6:00PM 

7 & 8 
Department of Employment Services 
4058 Minnesota Ave NE 

Thursday, February 13, 2014 – 
6:00PM 

1 & 2 
DC Housing Finance Authority 
815 Florida Ave NW 
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General talking points to be effective 

Header: Testimony in SUPPORT of Case 08-06A, by Your Name & Address, 
before the DC Zoning Commission 
 
• Opening paragraph: Who are you? Good evening, my name is Jane Q. 

Resident. I live in the Columbia Heights neighborhood at 1400 Park Road 
NW. I am here to express my strong support for the proposed update to the 
DC zoning code, especially reforming the outdated parking requirements 
(and/or restrictions on accessory apartments, corner stores -- talk to a Coalition for Smarter Growth 
staff member for details). 

 
• Overall statement of support for proposal parking reform: I urge the Zoning Commission to 

revise DC’s 1950s-era zoning regulations for parking, and help to take a great city with great 
neighborhoods and turn it into an even more vibrant, walkable, and inclusive place. Eliminating and 
reducing parking minimums will help make this city that I love even more walkable and inclusive. 
 

• Why am I here? What motivates me? Say something about how you feel about the city or your 
neighborhood or why this issue is particularly important to you personally. “I love living in my 
neighborhood because I can walk to store, the Metro, my job, etc., that’s why I thought it important 
to speak up for the zoning update,” “I love living in the city because I hardly ever need to use a car,” 
“I don’t have a car because walking, bicycling and riding transit are convenient options,” “I like 
living in my neighborhood because I don’t need to own a car and I can always rent a Zipcar.” 

 
• Explanation: Our zoning code from 1958 does not befit a modern, dynamic city like DC, nor does it 

respect the form of our historic neighborhoods and our many transportation choices that include not 
owning a car. Our current zoning code is based on dated concepts of what a city is, how people will 
travel, how our city should grow, and contains no emphasis on sustainability. We need to modernize 
our zoning code to better accommodate the needs of current and future DC residents and respect the 
nearly 40 percent of households who do not own a car. 

 
• Details: I support the proposed zoning update to eliminate and reduce of minimum parking 

requirements – for the following reasons (use your own words & personal story): 

Easing parking requirements in downtown areas and along busy transit corridors will help to create 
and preserve walkable, vibrant neighborhoods by increasing the use of transit and not mandating 
more parking than is actually needed by new residents. It will also provide accessible housing options 
for more people by making buildings less expensive to build. 

Reforming parking mandates is important for people who want to choose more sustainable 
transportation modes. Parking mandates don’t allow DC residents to choose more sustainable 
transportation options. Requiring more parking than is demanded by the market means that the 
extra parking is subsidized by everyone. Increasingly, a large share of DC residents are choosing to 
live car free, and instead rely on Metro, bus, bikesharing, carsharing, walking, and smartphone 
enabled taxi services like Uber. 

Reforming parking mandates recognizes that more than half of all renters in the city don’t own a car. 
Why shouldn’t housing cater to these households? People don’t own cars for many reasons – maybe 
they cannot afford a car or are saving money to buy a house, maybe they find it more convenient not 
to own a car, maybe they prefer walking, bicycling and riding transit to driving. People deserve the 
choice not to pay for parking. 


