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Thank you.  My name is Stewart Schwartz, and I am the Executive Director of the Coalition for Smarter 

Growth.  We are a 17-year-old non-profit and the leading voice for smart growth in the DC region, with 

expertise in transportation, land use and affordable housing. As a professional, and as a full-time resident 

of Alexandria for over 20 years and part-time for a few more, I have participated extensively in 

Alexandria planning including Potomac Yard, the Wilson Bridge, Beauregard, Braddock Metro,  and 

more.  I am very familiar with the stretch of King Street in question. 

The bike lane plan for King Street makes sense and I urge you to support it.  Transportation Director 

Richard Baier made a thorough and professional case in his December 20, 2013 letter to King Street 

residents, and we strongly support his position -- which provides for bike lanes, and retention of ten 

parking spaces in the stretch where bicycles can safely travel in the flow of traffic. 

The region and Alexandria have committed to a more sustainable way to grow.  It is reflected in "Region 

Forward" and the "Regional Transportation Priorities Plan," in our comprehensive plans, our Eco-City 

plan, Complete Streets policy, bike plan, new transit corridors, and each area plan you have approved.   

Elected officials, the conservation community, and many business leaders have committed to transit-

oriented, walkable and bikeable communities as the most feasible and effective means for managing our 

growth and traffic.  

These bike lanes are part of this sustainable vision and support the balanced management of publicly 

owned road space by 1) ensuring safety for all users; 2) providing a range of mobility options at a time 

when Old Town, Alexandria is facing increasingly heavy traffic volumes; and 3) improving access to 

transit. 

1) Safety:  Based upon the literature and the city's analysis, well-marked bike lanes and narrower vehicle 

travel lanes will provide the following safety benefits: 

a) Cyclists climbing King Street will no longer swerve into the car lane. 

 

b) Cyclists will no longer feel they must ride on the sidewalk, putting pedestrians at risk. 

c) Vehicles will be more aware of and expect the presence of cyclists, and will be less likely to over-

swerve to the left toward oncoming traffic. 

d) The narrower travel lanes and variable speed message sign will help slow traffic to within the posted 



 

25 mph speed limit improving safety for all users -- drivers, cyclists, pedestrians and adjacent residents. 

e) The wide bike lane on the north side will provide a buffer and the visibility needed by residents pulling 

out of their driveways. 

2) Mobility Options: Alexandria faces significant traffic problems that threaten its economic success.  

Trying to fit more cars through a limited number of chokepoints, like King Street, to Old Town and the 

Metro stations is simply not possible. Therefore, we need to support a range options including transit; 

market-priced parking; and improved pedestrian and bicycle access. 

Bicycle commuting is growing every year and bicycling provides one of the best options for improving 

mobility within the city, using minimal road and parking space. An extensive, connected network of bike 

lanes is critical to supporting this mobility solution and will fuel a continuing increase in bicycle use for 

commuting and other daily trips. 

3) Access to Transit:  King Street Metro lacks parking, therefore the best way to increase transit use and 

reduce car commute trips through the city, is to provide safer bicycle and pedestrian connections. Trying 

to add Metro parking would not only be extremely costly, it would add to traffic on King Street.  

Moreover, Metro has determined that providing  much improved bicycle and pedestrian access to its 

stations is far more cost effective than structured parking which can cost tens of thousands of dollars per 

space.  

In summary, this project is critical to providing safety, mobility options, and access to transit for all.  It 

will improve safety for all users including adjacent residents, retain the right amount of parking, increase 

transit use, and provide a means to move more people into Old Town and through the city without adding 

congestion.  

Thank you. 
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