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Testimony re: the 2015 to 2040 Constrained Long Range Plan 
 

Thank you. My name is Kelly Blynn, and I am the Next Generation of Transit organizer for the Coalition for Smarter Growth.   

 

I came to the Coalition after five years at the climate organization 350.org and several years of youth and student organizing 

on climate change.  Needless to say, I see climate change as the defining issue for my generation, and it motivates me to work 

for walkable, transit-accessible communities that we know enable people to live lower carbon lifestyles. 

 

That’s why the TPB's graph of the 2013 CLRP compared to COG's climate change goals for mobile sources is of such great 

concern to me.  I understand that the models used may not be perfect, but it is clear that we are a long, long way from meeting 

the goals COG and member jurisdictions have set for making essential reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.   Your goal is 

an 80% reduction in total CO2 emissions below a 2005 baseline by 2050. Even this is less than the first scientifically 

supported goals of 80% below 1990 levels, and we have already shot past the goal of holding CO2 concentrations at 350 parts 

per million.    

 

We need to take action now.  In fact, we needed to 

take action yesterday.  Yet, staff and the member 

Departments of Transportation have pushed back on 

amending the CLRP to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions.  While fuel efficiency and fuel types are 

improving, it won’t get us where we need to be to 

avert climate catastrophe. 

 

So I hope you will act to amend the CLRP this year 

to begin achieving your climate goals.  At a 

minimum we need to begin this year with a 

transparent assessment of whether or not the CLRP 

and specific projects within the CLRP meet your 

goals.  You should also authorize and mandate a full 

CLRP reevaluation next year. 

 

At their meeting last week, Citizens Advisory 

Committee members expressed concern about the 

failure to shape the CLRP update according to the 

Regional Transportation Priority Plan and other goals 

set by COG and the TPB.  They made a 

recommendation that staff at least indicate whether 

projects were “aligned, somewhat aligned, or not 

aligned” with the goals of the Regional Transportation Priorities Plan, Region Forward, and Climate Report.  It would be even 

better if TPB made public the quantitative analysis for each project and its impact on emissions, VMT, and other key 

indicators.  

 

The CLRP should achieve significant reductions in per capita vehicle miles traveled; significant increases in mode shares for 

transit, walking, bicycling, carpooling, and telecommuting; and significantly improved accessibility such that the 

overwhelming majority of trips within activity centers are by walking, biking and transit. 

 

We also urge staff to remove the transit constraint through funding of the necessary Momentum/Metro 2025 projects and 

inclusion of other necessary transit projects sufficient to show robust progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 

transportation and to reduce VOC, NOX and PM2.5 emissions. Were we to shift more funding to transit, we might not even 
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need the margin of safety above future air quality standards the staff asked you to approve last year. 

 

With EPA moving to regulate CO2 under the Clean Air Act, it is only a matter of time before TPB will be mandated to 

regulate mobile source CO2 emissions.    

 

To me, and hopefully to you, it shouldn't matter that the federal government hasn't yet set those  standards.  As the National 

Capitol Region, I believe we can and we should be leaders and set a national example by ensuring our transportation plan 

effectively fights climate change. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
 


