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Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I am speaking on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter 

Growth, a regional nonprofit based in D.C.   

 

I have worked with the Office of Planning on a variety of issues important to our city for many years 

including: community plans, development review, and Inclusionary Zoning. I have also been involved in 

the Comprehensive Plan revision in 2006 which led to the process to update our 1958 zoning code 

starting in 2007.  After the final set of outreach meetings and hearings conclude next month, we are 

hopeful that the Zoning Commission can complete its deliberation based on the extensive public record in 

the next several months. Given the rapid pace of growth in our city, it’s urgent that we complete these 

revisions soon. 

 

Since 2007, the DC Office of Planning and Zoning Commission have conducted extensive public 

outreach on the zoning update. The process has sought input from ANCs, residents, and other 

stakeholders. Highlights include:  

 

 Multiple Zoning Commission roundtables in summer 2007 

 81 citizen workgroup meetings on 20 topic areas, with a total of 1000 participants  

 42 task force meetings by a representative task force of 25 residents  

 59 public hearings and meetings by the Zoning Commission on specific topics  

 8 meetings in each ward in December 2012 and January 2013 to discuss the zoning revision and 

provide understandable briefing materials and factsheets on proposed changes 

 Launch of DCZoningUpdate.org – a blog that helped make arcane zoning issues accessible and 

relevant to residents online. 

 Over 100 ANC, community group, and special interest group meetings with DC Office of 

Planning 

 Full draft proposed text made available to the public since July 29, 2013 

 8 well-attended additional public hearings held by DC Zoning Commission at One Judiciary 

Square on a topic-by-topic basis over the course of several evenings in November 2013 
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 5 community-based hearings, an ANC hearing, and another Wards 7 & 8 hearing conducted by 

the Zoning Commission from January through April 2014, plus one additional general hearing 

April 24 

 8 open houses in March 2014 (ongoing) by Office of Planning to enable residents with questions 

to discuss the proposed changes to the zoning code with OP staff.  

 

We had anticipated that after the nine Zoning Commission hearings in November, subtitle by subtitle, the 

record for input would close sometime after that. Instead, the Zoning Commission added community 

hearings throughout the city, and Office of Planning scheduled 8 open houses around the city to ensure 

that they were available for any questions that residents might still have. The record will now remain 

open until after the last hearing, closing on April 25
th

. 

 

While zoning matters are somewhat obscure to the general public, OP has managed to involve thousands 

of residents, and the Zoning Commission has added numerous hearings to help make public input more 

accessible. While everyone in DC may have not heard of the zoning update or the many opportunities to 

be involved, others have devoted hours to meetings, work groups, hearings, and writing comments. We 

need to respect the efforts of the many thousands of individuals, ANCs and other groups that have 

devoted their time to participate in the process.  We commend OP and the Zoning Commission for their 

extra efforts on top of extra effort to make this process and topic more accessible and relevant to the 

public.  

 

It is urgent to complete this major task of updating our 1958 zoning code given the rapid growth in our 

city. Last year, the city added 13,022 residents. This is an astounding turnaround from the great losses of 

population we experienced prior to 2000. Strong demand to live and work in the city requires a response 

that is not well addressed by our 1958 zoning code. Rather than relying on variances to our 1950s code, 

we should be able to rely on a renewed zoning code that respects our city’s historic, pedestrian-scaled 

form, and enhances our neighborhoods’ walkability, sustainability and inclusiveness. 

 

The proposed zoning update builds on the historic urban form that pre-dates the automobile age, rather 

than fights it. An updated zoning code is needed to address our city’s growth by supporting better 

transportation choices, more affordable housing, increased access to jobs for unemployed residents, and 

more sustainable and healthier lifestyles.  

 

While the proposed changes to the zoning code are modest, they are meaningful. Here are some key and 

most contested issues that the zoning update addresses: 

 

Updated parking regulations – while we supported earlier proposals that were stronger, we can agree to 

support the compromise proposals to reduce parking minimums in areas well-served by transit, and make 

other reforms such respecting historic row house neighborhoods with continuous sidewalks by not 

forcing a curb cut (& removal of an on-street parking space), along a driveway and front-loaded garage if 

no alley access exists.  

Accessory dwelling units in owner-occupied single family houses – allowing accessory apartments in 

lower density residential zones is an important tool that helps homeowners age in place and afford 

expenses. It also adapts and diversifies the housing stock and creates more affordable units, while making 

no exterior changes in the neighborhood.  The proposal for this is a conservative one. It has changed over 

time due to community input. We think the compromises that have been made are acceptable to 

achieving the benefits of the policy.  
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Corner stores – the zoning revision proposes to legalize tightly restricted corner stores in certain row 

house neighborhoods. Encouraging a limited number of corner stores will make these medium density 

residential neighborhoods that are too far from a commercial corridor more walkable. This partially 

restores the old tradition of corner stores. It’s a limited provision, but it’s welcome, as evidenced by 

recent coverage in the City Paper. 

Green Area Ratio establishes a minimum amount of pervious surface area or other environmental site 

design elements (i.e. green roof, rain gardens, solar panels, lawn) would be required to improve 

environmental performance of the property. This makes our city even more sustainable. 

We ask the Council to ensure that OP has the resources it needs to complete this enormous and important 

task.  Our growing city needs the guidance.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
 


