
 

March 25, 2014 

Tom Downs 

Chair, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) 

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Approve the Takoma Joint Development Agreement and public hearing 

Dear Chairman Downs: 

Please accept these comments, reiterating our support on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth. 

The Coalition for Smarter Growth is the leading organization in the Washington, D.C. region dedicated 

to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-

oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to make 

those communities flourish.  

We ask that the WMATA board approve the Takoma amended joint development agreement and public 

hearing. We support the proposed revised joint development agreement with EYA to construct at least 

208 housing units in a mid-rise apartment building. This new proposal addresses key concerns of 

opponents of the previous plan – including the preservation of a large open space in front of the 

station. The plan will add bus capacity, enhance pedestrian pathways, and bring drop off and disabled 

parking close to the elevator entrance.  

We commend the revised proposal for offering a more appropriate multifamily format, which is a 

significant improvement over the townhouse layout because it is more flexible, better shares parking, 

and greatly increases the amount of housing offered. Offering more transit-oriented housing options to 

meet surging demand is a benefit to the neighborhood, city and region. The neighborhood will benefit 

from the presence of more people living at the Metro station because it fosters greater safety for 

transit patrons, more customers to walk to local businesses, and fewer cars on the road as new 

residents will have the most convenient access to transit in the community. More people living at 

Metro and walking to nearby stores reduces the region’s air pollution and C02 emissions.  
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We appreciate that the revised plan has been changed to address a number of concerns. The project 

replaces Metro parking to offer a supply that matches utilization. We are pleased to see the residential 

parking ratio come down to about 0.7 spaces per unit, though this could be lower still. In addition to a 

lower parking ratio, we suggest requiring the developer to implement a robust transportation demand 

management plan (TDM) that includes transit passes and other measures to reduce driving and car 

ownership.  This approach furthers WMATA’s goals to maximize transit ridership from the type of 

development it undertakes at its Metro stations.  

Regarding affordability, we ask the Board to honor the D.C. Council’s resolution report which stated 

that this project provide 20% of the total housing units as affordable, specifically: 5% at 30% AMI, 5% at 

60% AMI, 10% at 80% AMI (see: Committee report for PR 14-614, “Takoma Central District Plan 

Approval Resolution of 2002”).   

We urge the board to advance this project so that it can be reviewed and refined at the DC Zoning 

Commission as a Planned Unit Development (PUD). The PUD process allows for ample input from all 

concerned stakeholders, and city agencies.  

We are enthusiastic to see this project through to completion because it will help foster a more vibrant 

central district for Takoma, support Sustainable DC’s ambitious goals, and address the region’s climate 

protection strategy.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Cort 

Policy Director 


