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November 18, 2014 

Montgomery County Delegation 

 

RE: Transportation Priorities for Montgomery County 

 

Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth. The Coalition for 

Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the Washington, D.C. 

metropolitan region dedicated to advocating for walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented 

communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to support 

those communities. My name is Kelly Blynn and I lead our work here in Montgomery County 

where we count over 4,000 supporters. Tonight we’d like to offer two considerations regarding 

Montgomery County’s transportation future as you head to Annapolis this year. 

1) Top Priority Transit Projects 

First, we’d like to highlight Montgomery’s most important transit funding needs that are critical 

for maintaining economic competitiveness and the ability to attract young workers in the region. 

First and foremost as I know you’re all aware is keeping the Purple Line on track, quite literally. 

With preliminary approval for half the project’s costs from the federal government, it would be 

an enormous missed opportunity for the communities in the corridor and throughout the county 

to let the project stall. We look forward to being your partners in keeping it moving forward. 

Just about equal in importance is funding Metro’s Momentum plan. Without committed funds 

from all three jurisdictions by the beginning of 2015, Metro could miss out on exercising its 

option to purchase enough railcars to run all 8-car trains at rush hour and eliminate the turn backs 

at Grosvenor and Silver Spring so all trains would reach the end of the line. Metro is working to 

finalize this new agreement to replace the existing capital funding agreement to ensure all 8-car 

trains as well as other needed capacity upgrades. 

Momentum also includes the Priority Corridors Network, which brings improved bus service to 

Metrobus’ most popular corridors. In Montgomery County, Metro is ready to begin limited stop 

express service on the Q, Y, and soon Z lines as soon as they receive the funding needed to buy 

enough buses. Funding Momentum will bring real, tangible benefits to Montgomery County 

residents, and we really hope you will become a champion in Annapolis for it.  

We also hope you will continue to champion the excellent MARC Growth and Investment Plan 

which will move towards providing all day two-way service on the Brunswick Line, bringing 
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much more transit service to communities by leveraging our existing infrastructure. We’re also 

thrilled to see the initial funding pledged to begin studies for Bus Rapid Transit connecting 

Montgomery’s many growing corridors and activity centers, and hope you will keep in mind the 

top priority corridors, 29 and 355, which have great demand and need for improved service. 

2) Bringing Multi-modal Design to Montgomery’s State Highways 

We applaud the county and state for their visionary plans to retrofit auto-oriented state highways 

into multi-modal boulevards. Montgomery County has approved a visionary plan for 81 miles of 

Bus Rapid Transit connecting its main thoroughfares and activity centers. The plan is likely the 

largest of its kind for a suburban jurisdiction, and represents a sound way for the county to 

provide better, more reliable travel options for residents at an affordable price.  

Transit-oriented development at White Flint, Wheaton, White Oak and more also present 

excellent opportunities to enable more residents to life a walkable lifestyle, while boosting the 

county’s economic competitiveness and ability to attract jobs and workers. Today we know that 

84% of new office development is happening within a ¼ mile of Metro stations, because that’s 

where today’s worker wants to be. 

All 81 miles of Montgomery’s BRT plan are state highways, and each TOD area includes at least 

one state highway. As a result, a successful collaboration with SHA will be critical to get the 

details right in transforming what are currently mostly auto-oriented, unsafe arterials into multi-

modal boulevards where those on two feet and two wheels feel safe. We’re here tonight to ask 

for your attention to these details for the projects in your districts, and to work with us and the 

community to get it right the first time.  

One way to get the details right is to support SHA in finishing defining its Bicycle Pedestrian 

Priority Area (BPPA) guidelines. BPPA’s were first authorized 20 years ago, but they still lack 

specific guidelines to ensure successful implementation. The Bus Rapid Transit plan also 

established over two dozen new BPPA’s around downtowns, activity centers, and major future 

stations that still need to be confirmed. 

We’d love to recommend you look into and consider urging SHA to adopt the NACTO Urban 

Street Design Guidelines, a straightforward and easy-to-read street standard adopted by 7 states 

and 40 jurisdictions, including DC and Arlington. NACTO’s guide represents today’s best 

practices in multi-modal street design, and its recommended lane widths, buffers, sidewalk 

widths, and bicycle accommodations will be helpful resources in redesigning Montgomery’s 

state highways to become more attractive places for transit riders, cyclists, pedestrians, and 

drivers alike. 

Thanks for your attention. We hope you will see us as a resource and partner on these projects 

moving forward, and we look forward to collaborating with you for a sustainable transportation 

future for Maryland.  


