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Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth. The Coalition for Smarter 

Growth is the leading organization in the Washington, D.C. region dedicated to making the case for smart 

growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented communities, and the land 

use and transportation policies and investments needed to make those communities flourish.  

 

We have tracked the community discussions and historic review process of this proposal for several 

years. We are here to express our support for the adaptive reuse of the historic McMillan Sand Filtration 

Plant. This thoughtful plan restores the major historic features, along with creating a new large park that 

incorporates the distinct historic elements of the former industrial site. Implementing the proposed plan 

will deliver a wide range of public benefits of special merit, including:  

 

 historic restoration, preservation, and adaptive reuse of structures and landscape features, 

including the recreation of the Olmstead Walk;  

 creation of an 8-acre community park and aquatic recreation center, along with several acres of 

smaller public spaces;  

 reuse of distinct underground cells for future public use and stormwater management;  

 addition of new medical office uses to strengthen the cluster of hospitals north of Michigan 

Avenue, helping ensure jobs and healthcare facilities stay in this central D.C. location; 

 expanded housing supply of 677 units for our rapidly growing city, especially the 20% affordable 

homes, including 94 units affordable at or below 60% of Area Median Income (AMI), and the 

remaining 38 units at 80% AMI.  

 

This ambitious plan is a breakthrough in the long stalemate over how to adaptively reuse this fascinating 

historic industrial landscape. We believe it is a good compromise for meeting historic preservation goals 

while delivering public benefits of special merit.  The plan for the 25-acre site also complements the 

continued use of the Army Corps of Engineer’s 70-acre reservoir site component which includes 

additional underground cells and historic structures that will be managed by the federal owner. 
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We want to note the important transportation benefits of the project. The plan provides a new street grid 

and traffic signals that connect the site to its surrounding context. The new street grid will help distribute 

driving trips, and invite more walking and bicycling. Walkers and bicyclists will especially have better 

access in an area that has largely been cut off by large landscape features such as the fenced off 70-acre 

Army Corps of Engineers reservoir site, the inward-looking Washington Hospital Center complex, and 

the nearby cemeteries. The uses and street network will knit together a part of the city that has expanses 

of inaccessible and isolated spaces, and connect the important Washington Hospital Center to the city and 

surrounding community.  

 

The commitment derived through the PUD process to advance transit plans with increased bus service 

(and eventual streetcar on Michigan Ave.) will benefit the new uses of the site and boost the accessibility 

of surrounding areas. DDOT is launching an East-West transportation study for this area, in part due to 

the progress of this proposal. This is a welcome assessment of how we can create better walking and 

bicycling connections in this area that currently lacks a safe, easy, and engaging environment for walkers 

and cyclists. This DDOT study will also help identify the transit improvements that should be expedited. 

 

One more transportation feature of the plan that deserves recognition is the robust commitment to 

providing several Capital Bikeshare stations at the site and a nearby Metro station with a total of 80 

bicycles.  

 

Conclusion 

 

For decades, access to this 25-acre historic industrial landscape has been prohibited, contributing to the 

wide gap between surrounding activities and neighborhoods in this area. The proposed plan is the best 

chance to create a grand new public park and community center, while preserving and making publically 

accessible the fascinating historic features of this site. In addition, the plan provides a significant amount 

of housing and affordable housing, and strengthens the role of the Washington Hospital Center complex 

as a major employment center and healthcare provider. The proposed plan for preservation, adaptive 

reuse, and development is a laudable compromise that offers special and unique public benefits. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 


