
  
 
 
 

 

December 19, 2014 

 

Comments on Route 1/Richmond Highway Transit Preferred Alternative and Pending 

Comprehensive Plan Update 
 

Thank you for your hard work advancing the Route 1/Richmond Highway transit study. Throughout the 

process we have made specific recommendations for the transit mode, design and operational 

configuration of Route 1, and bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure, along with emphasizing the need to 

integrate affordable housing, land use, and environmental restoration into the plans. We are pleased to 

see that the study recommends dedicated lane transit for the vast majority of the corridor and proposes a 

future Metrorail option for the northern portion. We have a very specific request that the preferred 

alternative for centerline bus rapid transit include the following integrated features, because without these 

features conditions will not be conducive, and will be outright dangerous, for pedestrians, bicyclists and 

transit users. Road design without these features will undermine both transit ridership and transit-oriented 

development. 

 

1) 35 mph speed for auto travel lanes in all heavily developed, pedestrian, transit-oriented areas. 

2) Maximum of 11 foot travel lanes throughout. 

3) Protected bike lanes/cycle tracks close to, but separated from, the auto lanes, and separated 

from the pedestrian sidewalks and trails. 

4) Well-marked crosswalks and adequate pedestrian crossing times. 

5) Wide sidewalks on Route 1 in the TOD sections and a grid of "complete streets" for the TODs. 

6) Safe integration of local bus service and timed-transfers -- whether in the general purpose curb 

lane or in the BRT lane. 

 

In addition, we recommend consideration of the following issues: 

 

1) The option of running local buses in the BRT lanes for safety, efficiency, and ease of transfers, 

provided they do not slow BRT service. 

2) How to construct and initiate Metrorail service with minimal disruption of BRT service and 

minimizing the cost of the physical integration of the two systems. 

 

We are also pleased that Fairfax County will move forward with a Comprehensive Plan update for the 

entire corridor as we have long recommended, and we also look forward to working with Prince William 

on further studies including integration of the transitway with the North Woodbridge plan.  In addition to 

incorporation of the above features with the transit recommendation, please consider the following for 

your comprehensive plan update: 

 

1) The plan update should evaluate the interconnected issues of land use, urban design, affordable 

housing, transportation (transit, bike/ped, local street network, parking), parks, and the 

environment including stormwater management/retrofits and stream restoration. 

2) Ensure the planning process is inclusive, efficient, and not extend beyond 18 months. 

3) Include public design charrettes, and outreach in multiple languages and venues. If task forces 



 

are used, they should not substitute for substantial outreach.  Hire the best new urbanist and 

transportation consultants who utilize charrettes and robust public engagement strategies. 

 

4) There must be significant attention to the funding, policies and incentives necessary to preserve 

and expand affordable housing. Preservation strategies should begin as soon as possible. 

5) Transportation performance metrics, infrastructure, and parking policy should be focused on 

achieving high transit, walk and bicycle mode shares. 

6)  The plan should tie redevelopment to modern and green stormwater management, retrofit of 

stormwater facilities in both the public and private realms, and investment in stream restoration. 

 

After so many years, it's terrific to see a transit plan begin to take shape for Route 1, with a 

comprehensive planning process to follow. 

 

Thank you, 

 
Stewart Schwartz 

Executive Director 

 


