
  
 
 
 

 

February 24, 2015 
 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Ave 
Rockville, MD 
 
Re: Restore capital funding to the Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Areas 
 
Dear County Councilmembers, 
 
Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth. The Coalition for Smarter Growth is 
the leading organization in the Washington, D.C. region dedicated to advocating for walkable, inclusive, and 
transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to support those 
communities. My name is Kelly Blynn and I lead our work in Montgomery County where we count over 4,000 
supporters. Tonight I’m here to encourage you to restore the capital funding to a very important program, the 
Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Area program. 
 
While Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Areas were first created 20 years ago by state legislation, the program has been 
slow to start. Now, as driving has begun to decline in the county over the last decade and rates of walking, cycling, 
and transit use in the county have been on the rise, it’s more important than ever to ensure it is safe and 
comfortable to walk, cycle, and take transit. Last year, people driving struck 483 people who were walking in the 
county – 60 more people than in 2013. We have much more work to do.  
 
Last year, the County Council took a very important step to fund the planning and construction of improvements to 
five designated Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Areas to improve safety and encourage higher rates of walking, cycling, 
and taking transit. Over the past year, MCDOT has begun planning studies in five places: the Silver Spring Central 
Business District, Glenmont, Grosvenor, Veirs Mill/Randolph Road, and the Wheaton Central Business District. 
All of these areas are major transit hubs and generators of pedestrian and bicycle traffic, and several have been 
designated “high incidence areas,” or places where bicycle and pedestrian crashes have been more prevalent. In 
other words, these are critical places to improve safety for vulnerable road users. Improvements are likely to 
include inexpensive, but critical infrastructure for people walking and bicycling such as wider sidewalks, bulb-
outs, improved lighting, cycle tracks, and ramp reconstruction to meet ADA best practices. 
 
Let’s not defund this program now when crashes are on the rise. Please restore the $5 million needed so the county 
can make the improvements in the first five areas, and evaluate the performance of the program. With over $1 
billion budgeted in capital expenses for transportation over the next six years, the county can afford the $5 million 
needed to keep people walking and bicycling safe. Please restore this funding. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity. 
 
Kelly Blynn 
Coalition for Smarter Growth 
 
 


