
 

Safe State  Highways for  Maryland 
 

Background 
 
Between 2003 and 2012, 5,799 people total were 
killed in traffic-related crashes in Maryland, 1,067 of 
them while walking.i Such preventable, needless 
tragedies indicate a need for renewed focus on safety 
for everyone utilizing Maryland’s roadways. As driving 
continues to decline in Maryland, and walking, cycling, 
and transit usage rises, there is an urgent need to 
address the safety of all Maryland travelers. 
 
64% of pedestrian fatalities occur on high-speed 
arterial roads, many of which are state highways. To 
improve safety for all users on state highways, the 
following two bills will strengthen existing policies and standards to ensure safer design for vulnerable 
road users, pedestrians and cyclists, on state highways in places with high rates of walking and cycling. 
  

SB371/HB450:  Strengthen Bicycle  Pedestr ian Pr ior i ty  Areas  
 
20 years ago, Senator Rosapepe led the passage of a bill that enabled the creation of Bicycle Pedestrian 
Priority Areas (BPPAs) in Maryland. The bill was intended to 1) allow the designation of such areas (which 
need both state and local designation if the area includes a state highway), 2) facilitate the development 
of a plan for improvements to increase safety and access for bicycle and pedestrian traffic after an area is 
designated, and 3) facilitate the targeting of funds to implement the recommended improvements. 
 
Montgomery County thus far is the only jurisdiction to designate BPPAs. They designated White Flint as 
the first in the state, and added over two dozen more as part of their Bus Rapid Transit plan. So far SHA 
has confirmed the White Flint BPPA, but not any of the others. The original BPPA bill required SHA to 
write guidelines to be adopted as policy for these areas, which has still not happened 20 years later. SHA 
has commissioned draft guidelines, but they still have not been released or adopted. 
 
The proposed bill would do two things to strengthen the BPPA designation to help improve design and 
safety in areas heavily trafficked by cyclists and pedestrians:  
 

1) Set a deadline of one year for SHA to adopt a policy regarding how BPPA’s will be treated 
differently than other areas in the state, including design guidelines for those areas. 

2) Set a deadline of one year for SHA to confirm BPPA’s that include state highways and have been 
designated by local jurisdictions. 

 
Co-sponsors: Delegates Carr, Barnes, Fraser-Hidalgo, Frush, Korman, Lam, Luedtke, Miller, Peña-
Melnyk, and Robinson and Senator Rosapepe. 
 

 
 



 

HB539:  Evaluation of  speed in  urban areas  
 
Knowing that speed is the most important factor in survival rates of pedestrian and cyclist crashes, this bill 
would address high speed limits on state highways in urban areas, where the highest concentrations of 
pedestrians and cyclists are. The bill would do two things:  

1) It would require SHA to conduct an assessment of speed limits on state highways in urbanized 
areas, and to lower the speed if it is above the required limits in Maryland Vehicle Law by January 
1, 2019.  

2) The bill would also require SHA to set an appropriate target speed, not to exceed the statutory 
speed, for any state highway slated for reconstruction or repaving after January 1, 2016.  

 

Urbanized Areas  in  M aryland ii  

 
 

Contact  
 
Kelly Blynn, Coalition for Smarter Growth, Kelly@smartergrowth.net  

 
Sources  
                                                
i 2014 Dangerous by Design report, Smart Growth America. 
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/research/dangerous-by-design/dbd2014/state/maryland/.  
ii Urbanized Areas in Maryland (census): 
http://planning.maryland.gov/msdc/census/cen2010/Urban_rural/maps/Statewide_URA.pdf 
Photo of pedestrians on US 29 by Dan Reed on Flickr. 
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