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Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG). The Coalition for  
Smarter Growth is the leading organization dedicated to making the case for smart growth for the DC 
region. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented communities, and the land use 
and transportation policies and investments needed to make those communities flourish.  
 
With new leadership at DDOT, empowered by the Mayor, we have the opportunity to capitalize on the 
sound planning the agency has done over the last year. We ask that the Committee work with DDOT to 
ensure that the following priorities are implemented this year.  
 

1. Continue to focus on investing in and expanding speedy, quality transit with dedicated lanes 
 

Top among priority transit investments is an effective first phase streetcar line that connects Georgetown 
to Benning Road Metro station. We urge the city to start H Street NE streetcar service once all the tests 
are completed, and extend the service to the east and west in order to ensure that this streetcar service 
makes critical connections to major destinations and transit links across the heart of the city.  
 
Above all, we ask that DDOT prioritize running premium transit service in dedicated travel lanes to 
ensure that we are using our limited street space to deliver the best quality service for the most people. As 
we continue to grow, this will be a critical step to increasing both our long-term sustainability and 
ensuring that DC residents can freely move around the city instead of getting bogged down in traffic.  

 
In addition to committing to a Georgetown to Benning Streetcar line, we ask DDOT to implement its 
commitments for bus priority improvements. The current 2-year action plan for the long range vision 
strategy outlines a few of these – completing the Georgia Avenue bus lane from Barry Place to U Street, 
more bus shelter real time arrival information, and signal improvements for 16th Street and 10 other 
priority locations. Much more of the bus priority corridor study improvements for the nine high ridership 
DC routes should be expedited. A long list of short, mid and long term improvements has been proposed. 
Some improvements have been implemented, such as limited stop service, like the X9, S9 and 79. We 
also appreciate the recent implementation of real time arrival displays at bus shelters. But other 
improvements await implementation, such as a 99 – limited stop service for the 90s crosstown bus line 
linking U Street/Dupont to H St NE, Eastern Market, and Anacostia. The H and I downtown bus lanes 
were shelved by DDOT, though they were the top priority from WMATA’s bus operations perspective. 



 

Improving surface transit through downtown by combination of major bus corridors and streetcar with 
dedicated lanes should remain a near term priority. 

 
2. Move forward with the 16th Street rush hour bus lane & improvements study 

 
We applaud DDOT for moving forward with a 16th Street bus corridor study to examine how to 
implement a rush hour bus lane and other improvements to a top ridership route that is plagued by 
overcrowding and delays. We also thank Mayor Bowser for her leadership in endorsing this study while 
she was still a Councilmember, and her continued support for improving major Metrobus service and bus 
priority corridors. We are eager to contribute to the 16th Street study, which has its first public meeting on 
March 31st. We urge the Committee to continue supporting this effort to deliver improved and more 
efficient bus service in this burgeoning corridor.  

 
3. Implement the 2-year action plan of our long range transportation plan. 

 
We are enthusiastic about our bold 25-year multimodal transportation vision plan built last year through 
extensive public engagement. We served on the citizen task force and are eager to see it through to 
implementation. We applaud DDOT by following up this long range plan with the next steps to short 
term implementation in the 2-year action plan. We urge DDOT to remain committed to the 2-year action 
plan, and we ask this Committee to continue to track implementation and provide DDOT with the support 
it needs to ensure successful, timely implementation. We want to highlight the importance of 
implementing pedestrian and bicycle facility improvements. We also applaud Mayor Bowser’s 
commitment to Vision Zero – working toward zero traffic deaths. 
 

4. Support the Chinatown/Penn Quarter dynamic pricing parking pilot project 
 
We commend DDOT for winning US DOT support to launch an innovative value priced parking pilot 
project for Chinatown/Penn Quarter. We are eager to support this effort to better manage supply to meet 
demand, giving the user a better experience while reducing traffic congestion generated from drivers 
circling the block in search of a parking space. We also want to encourage DDOT to move forward with 
its planned neighborhood parking program to better manage competing demand from commercial 
corridors and nearby residential blocks so that residents, businesses and visitors all have a better 
experience. 
 

5. Lead the region in committing to full funding for WMATA’s operating budget for this year, and 
long term Momentum program  

 
We appreciate the support the Mayor Bowser and DDOT have shown for meeting WMATA funding 
needs. We ask that the Committee ensure that the Mayor and DDOT are able to fully fund WMATA 
FY16 operating budget without drastic cuts to service or increases in fares. We also ask the Committee to 
work with Mayor Bowser to ensure that DC is leading the effort to secure funding commitments by all 
our partners to fund WMATA’s long term capital plan, Metro Momentum.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 


