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One more safe route to school: 
Victory for parents and children at Wilson Wims Elementary School 

 
MARYLAND  –  Following a community campaign spanning over two years, the Montgomery County 
Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has agreed to install a traffic signal and marked crosswalks 
allowing students and families to safely cross Snowden Farm Parkway to reach their local elementary 
school. In a letter from acting Transportation Director Al Roshdieh, the county announced it would install 
a signal by the start of next school year, along with marked crosswalks, audible pedestrian warnings, and 
countdown timers. 
 
"The letter marks a victory for parents and children and for safer streets in Montgomery County," said 
Stewart Schwartz, Executive Director of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, whose organization supported 
the parents by circulating a petition and meeting with MCDOT leaders. 
 
Children living across Snowden Farm Parkway from Wilson Wims Elementary School have faced a wide 
four lane road with a 40mph posted speed, and no signal or marked crosswalk at the intersection with 
Grand Elm Street. Their only options have been a dangerous crossing or a circuitous bus ride.  Faced with 
MCDOT denial of their request for crosswalks and a signal, parents launched the campaign, which 
resulted in MCDOT's reversing its initial decision. 
 

 
The intersection of Stringtown Road and Observation Drive in Clarksburg, with no crosswalk or signal 
shown to access Clarksburg Elementary on the north side of the street. Image from Google Maps. 
 
"We're glad to see that persistence and dedication can succeed in making an intersection safe before bad 
something happens." said Seenu Suvarna, a parent of a Wilson Wims student and leader in the effort. 
 



"This decision supports the county's vision of Clarksburg as a pedestrian-friendly community and is in 
keeping with the county's efforts to make much of the county safer and more accessible for walking, 
bicycling and transit use”, added Stewart Schwartz. CSG is also recommending that the county monitor 
the location and consider further traffic calming measures such as a lower speed limit in the school zone 
to ensure safety for the students. 
 
The Coalition and another set of parents are hoping MCDOT will also reconsider its denial of a signal and 
crosswalks on Stringtown Road between the Gateway Commons neighborhood and Clarksburg 
Elementary School. “Hopefully the progress at Wilson Wims Elementary School indicates a new 
commitment from the county to provide safer routes to school for children throughout the county," 
concluded Schwartz. 
 
About the Coalition for Smarter Growth 
The Coalition for Smarter Growth is the leading organization in the Washington DC region dedicated to 
making the case for smart growth. Its mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented 
communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to make those 
communities flourish. Learn more at smartergrowth.net. 
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