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Montgomery County Department of Transportation finally releases its M-83 
highway study 

Proposal is costly, unnecessary and harmful to neighborhoods, parks, streams, wetlands, farms and 
forests  

MCDOT finally released its Midcounty Highway (M-83) study to the public on March 18, under pressure from 
Councilmembers to report on a project that the agency has been studying for11 years. In its report, MCDOT states that they 
believe Alternative 9A is the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA). It is a requirement of federal 
law that the build alternative they select must be the LEDPA.  
 
“The Coalition for Smarter Growth seriously doubts the selected alternative, estimated to cost more than $350 million, is the 
least environmentally damaging, given that 9A would be an entirely new road that would impact 2.5 acres of wetlands, 5 acres 
of flood plain, 49 acres of park land, 17 acres of farm land, and 72 acres of forest,” said Stewart Schwartz, Executive Director 
of the Coalition for Smarter Growth. “In fact we see their selected alignment as one of the worst options, and most damaging 
to neighborhoods and the environment.” During the review period, the EPA raised serious concerns about Alternative 9A, and 
expressed its opinion that Alternative 5 (upgrades to existing 355) combined with Alternative 2 (traffic system management) 
likely represented the LEDPA.  
 
“The Coalition for Smarter Growth and allies continue to question why MCDOT would not select a combination of 
Alternatives 2 and 5 combined with the county’s current plans for Bus Rapid Transit on 355. Alternative 5 performed equally 
well, and in some cases better, on traffic tests than the far more damaging Alternative 9,” said Kelly Blynn, CSG's point 
person for Montgomery County. “Bus Rapid Transit was never evaluated in the 11 year study, despite hundreds of community 
requests and the adoption in 2013 of the countywide rapid transit network.” 
 
“Transportation officials believe Alternative 9A will benefit one community, while not considering how it will harm other 
communities and the environment in the process. Instead of such a narrow approach, we should be seeking solutions that 
holistically address all upcounty residents’ transportation issues and provide people with real alternatives to sitting in traffic”, 
said Margaret Schoap of the TAME Coalition.  
 
The Coalition for Smarter Growth and its partners are hopeful that the Army Corps of Engineers and other reviewing agencies 
will review this plan with exceptional rigor.  “Given the high level of impacts from this project, there must be a full federal 
environmental impact statement, and will be watching closely to ensure the federal rules to protect parks and water resources 
are appropriately followed,” said Blynn. 
 
“Better yet, the most appropriate approach is for the county to drop the idea of a new highway through parks and wetlands, 
and focus on fixing Route 355 and implementing the rapid transit network instead,” concluded Schwartz.  
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