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Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG). The Coalition for  
Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan region 
dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and 
transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to  
make those communities flourish.  
 
We are hopeful that the Mayor and the Council will continue to support our city’s award-winning Long 
Range Transportation Plan (MoveDC), and commit the necessary operating and capital dollars, and 
policy changes needed to ensure that it is implemented. This begins with implementation of the 2 year 
action plan.  
 
We applaud the Mayor’s focus on a Vision Zero strategy to make walking and bicycling truly safe and 
convenient choices for DC residents and visitors. This means further assessment of everything about the 
design and operations of our transportation system, and prioritizing pedestrians and bicyclists, our most 
vulnerable users.  
 
As a part of this budget process, we wanted to express our support for the proposed increase in the 
parking sales tax. It is a modest increase for drivers, but provides important transportation benefits to all 
by ensuring our full commitment to funding our Metro system. 
 
Implement dedicated transit lanes  
 
Our city’s new long range transportation plan creates an exciting framework around critical priority 
transit corridor plans that have been in the works for several years. The Long Range Transportation Plan 
calls for 25 miles of dedicated transit lanes throughout the city for both buses and streetcars. We applaud 
this goal and urge action to start implementation.  
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We thank the administration for moving forward with the 16th Street bus study, and are eager to see plans 
for the implementation of needed improvements, including a rush hour dedicated transit lane, and 
complementary actions including extended parking restriction times. We also ask that DDOT work with 
WMATA on joint efforts to deploy more signal priority, automated enforcement and off-board fare 
collection and all door boarding. Ridership in this corridor is booming and requires the commitment of 
the administration and the Council to implement rush hour bus lanes and other improvements to deliver 
reliable, speedy, and comfortable service.   
 
We also urge implementation of dedicated transit lanes for future streetcar extensions from H Street 
across downtown, and major bus lines such as the H & I Streets, NW downtown corridor. Other 
improvements to bus service that have languished for years should be made a priority. We have a series 
of WMATA/DDOT bus priority corridor studies that propose important improvements to all the major 
bus lines in the city. These lines carry nearly 230,000 DC residents a day, compared to around 200,000 
Metro passengers who are DC residents per day.  Improving Metrobus service deserves more attention – 
most DC residents who ride transit, ride the bus.  
 
As a part of better Metrobus service, we urge the Committee to clarify with DDOT the role and purpose 
of Circulator service and to ensure it is not duplicative of Metrobus service.  
 
Towards a cohesive street parking management approach in residential areas 
 
We ask that the committee continue to work with DDOT to allow for a more cohesive approach to 
reforming Residential Parking Permit (RPP) to provide parking availability that supports community 
goals. We have experienced a patchwork of tweaks to RPP that do not amount to a cohesive program and 
sometimes are contradictory. We ask that the committee work with DDOT to put together an overall 
strategy, and ensure implementation of a cohesive set of actions. 
 
Implement East-West Crosstown Multimodal Study 
 
Lastly, we ask the committee ensure that the East-West study in the 2 year action plan is started this year. 
This study will address the future transportation needs of the Washington Hospital district and McMillan 
Sand Filtration Site, along with existing travel conditions that offer a poor environment for walkers, 
cyclists and transit riders. This study should also incorporate plans for the redevelopment of the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home, which is a massive undertaking. Given the importance of this area as a major 
employer, and the anticipated significant increase in jobs, homes and services, along with lack of direct 
Metrorail access, the city needs to step up and create a more coordinated approach to increasing 
accessibility for this area. We recommend treating the cluster of medical uses as an anchor district. This 
anchor district approach should include a transportation management association (TMA), or similar 
entity, to coordinate these medical institution’s significant transportation needs. Without a more 
coordinated approach, this area will risk obsolescence, and unnecessary traffic congestion.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.   


