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Good afternoon, my name is Cheryl Cort and I am the policy director of the Coalition for Smarter 
Growth (CSG). The Coalition for Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the 
Washington, DC metropolitan region dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to 
promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation 
policies and investments needed to make those communities flourish.  

We appreciate how the DC Council, Mayor Bowser and DMPED are making our city’s affordable 
housing crisis a top priority. We applaud the Mayor for the unprecedented commitment of local funds to 
affordable housing in the FY16 budget.  We also commend the Mayor’s decision to require more 
affordability in land dispositions that are still in process.  

Support McMillan Sand Filtration site redevelopment – with 132 affordable homes 

The capital budget includes important funds to move forward on a major redevelopment that was 
approved by agencies and the DC Council – McMillan Sand Filtration site. This redevelopment of a 25-
acre historic industrial site is innovative but complex. It will provide significant historic restoration, 
major new public park facilities, and mixed use development. The mix expands the housing supply by 
677 units for our rapidly growing city. Of these units, 20% of the homes will be affordable, including 94 
units affordable at or below 60% of Area Median Income (AMI), and the remaining 38 units at 80% 
AMI.  We ask that the Committee approve the proposed funding allocation to advance the construction of 
this important project.  
 
Strengthening Inclusionary Zoning  
 
We also ask that the Committee continue to inquire into the progress and potential of Inclusionary 
Zoning with DMPED. We thank you Chairman, and your colleagues for introducing a resolution asking 
the Zoning Commission and Mayor to act to improve IZ. While this program is delivering hundreds of 
affordable units to the market, we believe that it can do more. For more than a year, the Zoning 
Commission expressed the desire to assess the program to see how income targeting could be brought 
down to better serve DC residents. Unfortunately, DMPED in the previous administration did not allow 
the Office of Planning to respond to the Zoning Commission’s requests. We ask that the Committee work 
with DMPED to allow the Office of Planning to respond to the Zoning Commission’s request for 
assessment and proposals to improve IZ.  
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We are confident that Mayor Bowser would like to make the most of IZ to better achieve the affordable 
housing goals that the Mayor has made a priority. We are hoping that by better engaging with DMPED, 
we can help this happen sooner rather than later.  
 
Establish an Anchor District framework for the Washington Hospital District, Armed Services 
Retirement Home & McMillan Sand Filtration Site 
 
The importance of the Washington Hospital Center, Children’s Hospital, National Rehabilitation 
Hospital, and the VA Hospital cluster should be clear to DMPED, Office of Planning and elected 
officials. This cluster of healthcare services is a major employer. In the near future this area will add a 
significant number of jobs, homes and services – all of it without direct Metrorail access. The growth 
plans for each of these hospitals, the McMillan medical offices buildings, and the Armed Services 
Retirement Home are all being done with little coordination or sharing of resources. The city needs to 
step up and create a more coordinated approach to increasing accessibility for this area and guide it 
towards a more walkable, connected urban design that better connects to the surrounding fabric of 
neighborhoods. We recommend treating the cluster of medical uses as an anchor district. An anchor 
district approach uses these medical institutions which have a long term commitment to the location as an 
opportunity to enhance the competitiveness of each institution as part of a larger whole, and a larger 
place that people, including sought-after professionals, and customers want to be. An anchor district 
approach can also leverage greater community benefits, address and mitigate unnecessary impacts, and 
ensure that public transit and transportation works more efficiently for everyone. Such an anchor district 
should include a transportation management association (TMA), or similar entity, to coordinate these 
medical institution’s significant transportation needs. Without a more coordinated approach, this area will 
risk obsolescence, unnecessary traffic congestion, and undermine efficient transit services. We urge the 
DC Council, DMPED, Office of Planning and DDOT to craft an initiative with these important 
institutions and federal agencies.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
 


