
KEY FEATURES
OF A SUCCESSFUL RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM

DEDICATED LANES
• Dedicated lanes should be used as much as 

possible along the corridor 

• Lanes should be 11-13’ wide, and as little as 10’ in 
station areas

• Mark dedicated lanes with paint or other 
distinguishing marks to differentiate them from 
regular travel lanes

• An enforcement plan is essential to keeping the 
dedicated lanes traffic-free

FREQUENT, RELIABLE SERVICE
• At peak hours, vehicles should arrive every 5-10 

minutes. Off peak hours should be a maximum of 
10-12 minutes between vehicles

• Service should run 18-20 hours per day to best 
meet the needs of a diversity of riders

• Implementing Transit Signal Priority at major 
intersections is essential to reducing delays

• Schedules, transfers, payment, and routes should 
be well thought-out and integrated with other 
routes and transit modes to enable seamless 
transfers

STATIONS
• Rapid transit stations should be spaced further 

apart than local bus stops to speed service - 
typically between 0.2 miles in dense locations to 
over 1 mile

• Station size should reflect location and expected 
ridership. They should be at least 10’ wide and 60’ 
long to accommodate one articulated bus, or 140’ 
to accommodate two.

• 14-15’’ curbs, which allow level boarding, help 
passengers with disabilities, strollers, and bicycles 
board quickly and easily

• Stations should have machines for passengers 
to purchase fares before they board to speed 
boarding

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEOPLE 
WALKING AND BIKING
• People walking should have a continuous network 

of safe, accessible pathways on both sides of the 
street to enable safe, direct access to stations

• Sidewalks should be at least 6’ wide, and have 
some sort of buffer---trees or landscaping, bike 
facilities, or parked cars—between sidewalk and 
traffic

• Intersections should provide 6’ median refuges for 
the safety and comfort of people walking 

• Protected bike lanes are now widely seen as a best 
practice, especially on high speed streets with 
multiple travel lanes such as RTS.

VEHICLES
• Vehicles should ideally be articulated 60’ long, have 

at least three doors, and doors on both sides to be 
able to access curb or median stations

• Vehicles should have interior bicycle racks and wi-fi

• Vehicles should use the greenest technology 
possible, especially as electric buses become more 
affordable and available
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TODAY, TRANSIT ACCESS IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER.

INEQUALITY OF MOBILITY LEADS TO 
INEQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY.
• Transportation has the single strongest correlation 

with social mobility -- stronger than crime, 
elementary school test scores, or percentage of 
two-parent families in a community.1

• During the 2000s, no other county in the 
Washington DC region experienced increases of 
poverty at the same magnitude as Montgomery 
County.2

TRANSIT HAS REAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS
• Real estate within a one-half mile radius of Metro 

stations produces $224 million more in property 
tax revenue than property outside this radius.3 

• The most successful office clusters in Montgomery 
County are in walkable and transit accessible 
locations.4

TRANSIT IS EFFICIENT FOR OUR REGION  
• In the greater Washington DC region, transit, 

including both bus and rail, saves commuters from 
losing 148,000 hours to traffic congestion every 
single day.3

• If it weren’t for the greater Washington DC region’s 
transit network, we would need 1000 lanes of 
additional road infrastructure to accommodate 
congestion.3
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RESIDENTS ALONG THE US 29 CORRIDOR NEED THE RTS AS A TRANSIT OPTION

• Almost 9,500  (17.2%) of commuters in the US 29 corridor have commutes longer than 60 minutes.

• Since 1990, the number of residents in this corridor with these mega-commutes has nearly doubled.

• 17.5% of corridor residents take transit to work: nearly twice as many as in 1990. Almost half of these transit riders 
take the bus to work.

• The median income of US 29 corridor residents is over $10,000 less than the median income in Montgomery County 
overall. Nearly one third of corridor residents residents are foreign-born.


