
 

February 26, 2016 

 

Chairman Edward Kasemeyer 
Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Wing 
11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Chairwoman Maggie McIntosh 
House Office Building, Room 121 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 

Re: Statement of Support: SB908/HB1013 “The Open Transportation Decision Investment Act” 

 

Dear Chairman Kasemeyer and Chairwoman McIntosh, 

We would like to express our wholehearted support for SB908/HB1013.  The Open Transportation 

Decision Investment Act will bring much needed transparency to the transportation funding process. 

This bill provides an objective and fair scoring system for the prioritization of transportation projects.  

Importantly, SB908/HB1013 removes ideology from the transportation decision making process and lets 

taxpayers understand why their money is funding certain projects over others.  

This bill creates clear metrics and a prioritization process taking into account eight different goals 

including safety and security, community vitality, economic prosperity, environmental stewardship, and 

equitable access to transit.  Many of those goals have too often been sidelined for the sake of political 

expediency, and many transformational projects, like Baltimore’s plan for the Redline, cancelled. This 

bill now requires the Maryland Department of Transportation to score and evaluate proposed 

transportation projects from a standard set of criteria.  We believe this helps ensure transportation 

decisions are made with as much transparency as possible, and that our tax dollars are spent wisely. 

The approach in the “The Open Transportation Decision Investment Act” is one that attracts bi-partisan 

support.  In Virginia, Democratic Governor Terry McAuliffe, his Secretary of Transportation, and the 

Republican Speaker of the House  worked together in 2014 to pass HB2, legislation very similar to 

SB908/HB1013. 

 The initial round of projects selected in late 2015 and early 2016 by the Virginia Department of 

Transportation reflect a mix of highway, transit, local road and demand management approaches, all 

scored for their benefits in terms of congestion reduction, economic development, safety, 

improvements in environmental quality, and support for efficient land use. In reviewing the initial list, 



which is awaiting final approval by the Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Board, Virginia legislators 

have noted that the process ends the practice of having long, underfunded wish-lists and ensures that 

we build the highest priority projects within the budget we have. 

It is for these reasons that we strongly support ‘The Open Transportation Decision Investment Act’.  

Thank you for accepting our comments. 

Sincerely, 

 

Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director 
Coalition for Smarter Growth 


