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Coalition for Smarter Growth and  
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 

 
Joint Comments on Lee Highway Visioning Study 

 
 
March 31, 2016 
 
 
The Honorable Libby Garvey    The Honorable Jay Fisette 
Chair       Vice-Chair 
Arlington County Board    Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd. Suite 300   2100 Clarendon Blvd. Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201     Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear Chair Garvey, Vice-Chair Fisette and Members of the Arlington County Board: 
 
We are writing to applaud the work of the team involved in the Lee Highway charrette, 
including Lee Highway Alliance, County staff and the consultants, in writing the draft 
Lee Highway Community Visioning Study.  After extensive public meetings and 
opportunities for community input, you should be proud of this excellent first draft, 
which envisions a much better future for Lee Highway and its surrounding communities.  
We are pleased to submit the following comments about the study. 
 
The Coalition for Smarter Growth and the Northern Virginia Affordable Housing 
Alliance strongly support the Lee Highway Community Visioning Study and the joint 
effort to re-envision the future of the Lee Highway corridor.  Critical to this effort, 
however, will be focused implementation of the study’s findings.  We encourage the 
Arlington County Board to fund follow-on planning and implementation, and establish a 
revitalization organization for Lee Highway modeled on the highly successful Columbia 
Pike Revitalization Organization. 
 
The Lee Highway planning effort is especially important given the projected countywide 
growth in population (increase of 36.3% to 283,000) and employment growth (increase of 
35.5% to 301,000) by 2040.1 Arlington County must look beyond the R-B, Columbia 
Pike and J-D corridors in terms of residential and commercial development, especially 
since Lee Highway remains the only corridor without a focused planning effort.  In the 
absence of a plan, the Lee Highway corridor will grow in a disconnected fashion without 
the benefits of well-designed placemaking. Lee Highway is a growth and community-
building opportunity that Arlington County should not overlook. 

                                                
1 Population and Employment Forecasts, Arlington County Forecast Round 8.4 (Preliminary), Retrieved 
from: http://projects.arlingtonva.us/data-research/future-data-forecasts/   
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Smart Growth is the Vision for Lee Highway 
 
After reading the comments during the charrette and the visioning study, it is abundantly 
clear that smart growth development will be key to the success of Lee Highway’s future 
growth and redevelopment.  Here are important components: 
 

Ø Lee Highway’s redevelopment will focus higher density development at five key 
locations, including North Highlands/Spout Run/Lyon Village, 
Cherrydale/Maywood, Lee at Glebe/Glebewood and Lee Heights Shopping 
Center/Waverly Hills, Lee at Harrison/George Mason, and East Falls Church.   

Ø Mixed-use activity nodes, which need to be better defined in the future, prioritize 
the creation of great places for people: friendly for walking and bicycling with 
complete streets designs, and with public plazas and gathering places.  

Ø The community is coalescing around the need to enhance transit services 
(including the possibility of dedicated transit lanes), improve streetscapes, and 
manage and reduce vehicle speeds to ensure the safety for all users of the 
corridor. 

Ø The community acknowledges that the extensive amount of parking - and parking 
lots – along Lee Highway needs to be revisited with a view toward increasing 
shared parking, located either underground or within commercial and residential 
developments.  Parking lots should be repurposed for much-needed housing and 
local commercial space. 

Ø Affordable housing must be a priority -- implementing the Affordable Housing 
Master Plan and providing increased density in return for additional affordable 
housing units. 

 
Suggested Improvements 
 

Ø The County should re-evaluate its parking standards to reduce the amount of 
parking built in the corridor with well-designed mixed-use, walkable development 
and high frequency transit.  

o Eliminating parking minimums, setting lower parking maximums, and 
encouraging shared parking should be evaluated. Too much parking 
remains a major obstacle to reducing traffic and to providing more 
affordable housing in mixed-use, transit-oriented development. 

 
Ø The County should address stormwater in the next version of the Lee Highway 

Visioning Study.  Redevelopment offers the opportunity to convert areas of 
existing impervious surface, such as parking lots, into productive activity while 
adding modern stormwater management. And reducing stormwater flows from 
development and roads, in accordance with the latest standards, will better protect 
streams and allow for investment in the restoration of degraded streams.  

o The County should encourage the reduction of stormwater through onsite 
retention, pervious pavers, sidewalk tree swales and integrating other low-
impact development practices within landscaping strategies. 
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Arlington County should be proud of this community’s unwavering commitment to smart 
growth as a guiding principle for Lee Highway’s future development.  The Lee Highway 
planning process is a result of an excellent community-based initiative.  
 
We look forward to working with Arlington County, the Lee Highway Alliance and the 
residents of the Lee Highway corridor to revitalize the corridor into a vibrant, 
walkable/bikeable, mixed-income, mixed-use and transit-oriented community.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director 
Coalition for Smarter Growth  
 
 
Michelle Krocker 
Executive Director 
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 
(571) 572-2238 
 
 
cc: Lee Highway Alliance - Ginger Brown and Sandra Chesrown 

Arlington County Planning Commission members 
Arlington County Planning Department – Kellie Brown 

  


