
  
 
 
 

 

March 25, 2016 
 
City Council 
City of Alexandria  
301 King Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth to express our support for adequate Complete Streets 
program funding in the City of Alexandria's FY 2017 budget. We ask that you increase the Complete Streets 
program budget to $1,830,000 for FY17. This increase of $1m brings the Complete Streets budget on par with 
doubling of the Street Reconstruction (paving) budget since 2014. 
 
The City Manager’s proposed budget would only allocate $577,000 for projects ($830,000 minus $273,000 for 
staff) reducing the pace of making our streets safe by about 2/3 compared to the “nearly $1.5M” output of the 
Complete Streets program in FY16. Unless it provides funds for Complete Streets commensurate to those for 
paving, the City is prioritizing the convenience of motorists over the safety of people who walk and bike. 
Providing safe and accessible walking environments is an equity issue, as well as a safety and public health 
imperative. 
 
The Complete Streets program is a critical complement to the paving program; taking advantage of economies of 
scale to bring safety and livability improvements to Alexandria's streets in a way that makes the most of the city's 
transportation capital resources. Across the city, from Mt. Vernon Avenue in Arlandria, to Seminary Road at 
Hammond Middle School, to King Street near TC Williams High School, our city still has real, unmet needs for 
pedestrian safety, calmer traffic, more accessible transit stops, and safe bicycle infrastructure. The Complete 
Streets program is the city's main avenue for meeting those needs. 
 
The Complete Streets program also supports other strategic objectives such as providing a multi-modal 
transportation network, enhancing the health of citizens, and supporting the wellbeing of Alexandria's youth and 
children. 
 
Further capital investment in Alexandria's transportation systems -- particularly Complete Streets and transit -- is 
an investment in Alexandria's economic growth, which is critical to the city's fiscal sustainability and meeting 
tomorrow's needs. We urge the Council to make capital investment in Complete Streets and transit at the top of 
the city's FY17 budget "add" list. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director 


