
 

 
 
3/30/16 
 
Nancy Floreen 
Montgomery County Council  
100 Maryland Ave 
Rockville MD 20850 
 

Statement of Support for Zoning Text Amendment 16-01 
 
Dear Council President Floreen and the Montgomery County Council: 
 
The Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG) is the leading organization in the Washington D.C. region 
dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and 
transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to 
make those communities flourish. We commend the actions that the Planning Board, County Council 
and County Executive have taken to create walkable, transit oriented communities.   
 
As Montgomery is projected to gain over 200,000 residents by 2045 it is increasingly important that 
Montgomery County support transit oriented development. The projected influx of residents will put 
increasing demand on our housing market and infrastructure.  To accommodate this growth, county 
policy must support a mix of uses for spaces in urban areas. This is particularly true in Downtown Silver 
Spring, a vibrant and growing urban neighborhood.  
 
Zoning Text Amendment 16-01 in the Ripley South Silver Spring Overlay Zone will allow for mixed use 
development and encourage attractive design that ensures new development is compatible with the 
neighborhood. The demand for mixed use development has never been greater. A June 2015 study 
prepared for the Montgomery County Planning Department found that the most successful office 
clusters were those in walkable, transit accessible locations. Attracting business and top professional 
talent requires investment in mixed use spaces. 
 
At a time when Montgomery County is looking to generate new sources of revenue, there is no better 
way to do this than by allowing our communities to make the most of dynamic urban places. The 
revitalization of Downtown Silver Spring has been one of the great success stories of our region.  
Continued transit-oriented and mixed use development will only increase the vitality of Downtown 
Silver Spring. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
 
 
Pete Tomao 
Montgomery County Advocacy Manager 
Coalition for Smarter Growth 
     
 


