
 

  
  

  

May 3, 2016 
 

Prince George’s County Council 

County Administration Building 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
 

RE: FY17 budget priorities for housing: Strengthen families and communities by investing local County 

dollars in housing affordable to working households 
 

Dear Council Members: 
  

Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG). The Coalition for  

Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan region  

dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and  

transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to  

make those communities flourish.  
 

We continue to promote the great opportunity of investing in, living in, and doing business in Prince 

George’s County, especially around its 15 Metro stations. As a part of this effort, we will continue to 

support the process to build a world-class Regional Medical Center and lively downtown at the Largo 

Metro station. Recognizing that growing the tax base is a critical need, we continue to support efforts to 

create quality, mixed use transit-oriented development. But improving the housing stock is also a critical 

need for residents, communities, and businesses. It requires more attention and resources from the County.  
 

We urge the County to commit more local dollars to ensure that more of its moderate and lower income 

residents have access to safe, quality housing. By providing local funds, the County can leverage federal 

and state dollars to do more for County residents and communities. Neighboring jurisdictions do this, 

setting aside tens or hundreds of millions of local dollars to better leverage federal funding and Low 

Income Housing Tax Credits to improve housing for their residents. Local dollars and local policies 

around the region are amplifying the benefit of investing in better quality housing for working families 

who can’t afford market rents. Not making these investments slows efforts to address poor quality housing 

that drag down the families and neighborhoods impacted by these buildings.  
 

As you consider Prince George’s future and budget priorities, consider making an investment of local 

dollars in a Housing Trust Fund to leverage federal resources. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Cheryl Cort 

Policy Director 

 


