
  
 
 
 

 

 

June 6, 2016 

 

Mr. Anthony Hood, Chairman 

DC Zoning Commission 

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

RE: Support for PUD Case No. 15-34: 965 Florida Ave. NW 

 

Dear Chairman Hood and members of the Zoning Commission: 

 

Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG). The Coalition for 

Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the Washington, DC metropolitan region 

dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and 

transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to 

make those communities flourish.  

 

We have tracked this project for several years and are excited with the resulting PUD proposal before 

you. We are enthusiastic supporters of this large scale, mixed use, mixed income development close to 

major bus routes and a Metrorail station. We support the substantial scale of this project, with 428 units 

of which 30 percent or roughly 129 units will be affordable at the 30 and 50 percent AMI levels. The 

project offers many amenities beyond the crucial number of very low income homes that will be 

integrated into this site. First, the neighborhood benefits from the replacement of a largely vacant lot with 

a lively mixed use development that offers ground floor retail, a new street, numerous pedestrian 

improvements, a pocket park, and a grocery store.  

 

We support the proposed reduced parking ratio for residential parking to just below the required 0.3 ratio, 

or down to 0.25. This site location offers easy access to transit, and destinations within walking and 

bicycling distance, making the option to not own a personal car an easy choice for many. While DDOT 

has asked for minimum pricing for parking charges, we suggest pricing parking to cover costs of 

construction and operations, rather than simply a nominal fee based on surrounding market prices.  

 

While the project offers great benefits, we wish to suggest a few ways to make it even better.   

 

Bicycle parking: Building on the comments from DDOT, we suggest that the location of bicycle parking 

be integrated into numerous residential floors to encourage quick access, and that the applicant consider 

installing or offering in-unit bike storage hooks to residents to further encourage the bicycling as a major 

mode of transportation. We appreciate the applicant’s offer of a bike maintenance facility. We also 

suggest that the applicant offer state-of-the-art bicycle parking for grocery shoppers and workers. 

Attractive bicycle parking can help draw additional shoppers and reduce vehicle trips. We appreciate the 

showers and changing facilities offered by the applicant to store workers to support bicycle commuting.   
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Expanded TDM options: We encourage the applicant to consider offering bikeshare and carshare 

memberships and transit passes to residents for three years. At a minimum, we support DDOT’s 

recommendation that the choice of a bikeshare or carshare membership be offered for three rather than 

one year. We also suggest that for a project of this size, the applicant consider expanding the capacity of 

a nearby Capital Bikeshare station to better meet new demand. 

 

Overall, we wish to reiterate our enthusiastic support for this proposal. It is a tremendous benefit to the 

surrounding neighborhood, and to the city as a whole. We urge the Commission to approve this 

application expeditiously. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Cheryl Cort 

Policy Director 

 


