
  
 
 
 

 

October 26, 2016 
 
Chair Gretchen Pfaehler 
Historic Preservation Review Board 
1100 4th Street, SW, Suite E650 
Washington, DC 20024 via historic.preservation@dc.gov 
 
Re: Support for HPA No. 16-388: 1800 Columbia Road NW 
 
Dear Chairperson Pfaehler and members of the board: 
 
Please accept these comments on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG). The Coalition for 
Smarter Growth is the leading organization working locally in the Washington, DC metropolitan region 
dedicated to making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and 
transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments needed to 
make those communities flourish. 
 
We wish to express our support for HPA No. 16-888, 1800 Columbia Road, NW. We appreciate that the 
proposed project is appropriate to the historic district. It is, however underachieving what it could have 
done if we could have considered the flexibility of a planned unit development or some zoning relief in 
exchange for a building that could offer more housing, especially affordable housing, a better plaza, and 
off-site contributions to the adjacent public space at the northeast corner of the intersection of Columbia 
Road and 18th Street. While we would have been pleased to support a more robust project at this 
important corner of Adams Morgan, we support moving forward with the proposed design. 
 
I have lived near, and walked around this site for most of my adult life. The barren Suntrust plaza and 
closed driveway have always been a disappointing use and design. Suntrust has not been a good steward 
and has not provided sufficient opportunities for the community to better program this space.  
 
When I heard of the proposed redevelopment plans, I was eager to hear how they could be used to shape 
a better plaza, leverage the development to improve the adjacent public plaza, and contribute to more 
housing and Inclusionary Zoning in this high-demand, high-priced neighborhood. It’s a loss to the 
community that some zoning flexibility wasn’t pursued because we are leaving many public benefits 
unrealized. While this redevelopment plan isn’t all that it could be for this iconic Adams Morgan corner, 
it is a positive step, and consistent with the historic district. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cheryl Cort 
Policy Director  


