
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

January 27, 2017  

 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300 

Arlington, VA 22201 

 

Re:  Board Agenda Item 37 (January 28, 2017 Board Meeting) 

 

Dear Chairman Fisette and members of the Board: 

 

We have always agreed with Arlington County that widening I-66 inside the Beltway, including the 

proposed four mile stretch, will be ineffectual, wasteful, and harmful to the community, and we 

appreciate all that you, the county staff, and civic volunteers have done to protect the community, and 

to offer more effective land use, transportation and demand management alternatives.  We agree with 

the history of the project as you lay it out in the resolution, and with the mitigation that the Virginia 

Department of Transportation (VDOT) must provide.  

 

With regard to the proposed bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Lee Highway for the W&OD trail, we have 

spoken to the Arlington-East Falls Church Civic Association and with bicycle advocates.  We have also 

reviewed VDOT’s conceptual renderings, the East Falls Church Plan, and the County Master 

Transportation Plan. We have previously led two CSG walking tours of the area and are impressed by 

the Crescent and its adjacent park. 

 

We agree with others that the proposed bridge design is ponderous and not well designed for its 

context. But while other options can be looked at, it appears that a bridge will remain the best available 

option, particularly for safety. With higher traffic volumes likely due to the ill-advised widening, the at-

grade crossing will become even more dangerous than it is today.  Underpasses are not only very 

expensive, but also create concerns about risk of crime, standing water, and maintenance. 

 

We concur that VDOT must partner with Arlington and the community – both neighbors and bicycling 

experts – to develop a lighter and more aesthetically pleasing design. There are many examples 

worldwide of architecturally distinctive bicycle bridges. This bridge will be a gateway feature welcoming 

people traveling between Falls Church and Arlington and should be designed with this role in mind.  

 

To be clear though, safety concerns demand that  the consultation and design work take place in the 

context of the timeline for the I-66 project, so that a safe, efficient, and aesthetically pleasing bridge is 



   

 

 

in place prior to, or concurrent with, completion of the I-66 expansion project.  Safety demands it.  We 

hope that the final resolution will reflect this goal.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Stewart Schwartz 

Executive Director 

 

 


