
                  
 

Background: The DC Alliance of Youth Advocates (DCAYA), DC AFLC (DC Adult & Family Literacy 
Coalition) and Raise DC’s Disconnected Youth Change Network (DYCN) have been working together for 
over a year to develop an effective and efficient policy solution to the persistent barrier of 
transportation costs for adult and re-engaging youth learners. 
 
The Ask: Expand the unlimited bus and rail component of the School Transit Subsidy program (i.e., Kids 
Ride Free) to all District residents enrolled in publicly funded adult education, programs. The estimated 
cost of this expansion is $1.5–2 million per year. 
 
The Need: Unlike students through under 22—who have free Metro and bus transportation through 
Kids Ride Free—students aged 22+ pay the full price, which is a huge financial burden.  

 In 2016, a DCAYA survey of re-engaging youth ages 22-24 found that 83% of respondents were 
spending approximately one-fifth or more of their income getting to and from their programs. 

  DCAYA’s survey also found 21% of surveyed youth 22-24 missed class 3 or more times a month 
due to insufficient transportation funds. Most programs are less than 40 weeks long, so these 
youth missed 13% of their program’s total class time because they could not afford to get there.  

 While some adult education programs provide transportation assistance to some students, they 
do so at a very high cost: one DC AFLC member reported spending $17,000 a year, and another 
spends $50,000 annually.   

 
More Details on the Solution: To address this issue, a report conducted by the DME this fall made the 
following recommendations:  

1. Programs should ascertain whether their students are “eligible for transportation services or 
support from other District agencies and programs” that are already leveraging federal funding, 
and programs should prioritize students who are not receiving funding from other entities for 
subsidies. 

2. The DC government should expand the eligible population for the Kids Ride Free Program. To 
serve the 7,494 students enrolled in CBOs, UDC’s Workforce Development and Lifelong Learning 
programs (WDLL), and adult charter and alternative education schools who are not currently 
receiving Kids Ride Free, the government would have to pay between $1.5 and $2 million dollars 
a year.   

 
This modest investment stands to leverage the $100 million the District spends to provide adult 
education and workforce development programming to its residents every year. If students cannot 
afford to get to class, they can’t fully benefit from these investments in their success. The DME report 
notes that “the current investment in adult education could yield greater results with a reduction in 
transportation costs for adult learners.” 
 
Through Kids Ride Free, DDOT and WMATA have negotiated a contractually-bound daily rate for each 
pupil of $0.65. Therefore, the cost of providing transportation assistance through Kids Ride Free is likely 
to be much more cost effective than other ways of funding such a program. 


