
 

 

 

March 29, 2017 

President Roger Berliner 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Ave 
Rockville MD, 20850 
 
Re: A Successful Rt. 29 Bus Rapid Transit System 

Council President Berliner: 

I am writing today on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth to express our strong support for the 

Rt. 29 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project. While we concur with the council (T&E Committee letter dated 

March 17th to MCDOT Director Roshdieh) that additional public input is important, we are also worried 

that undue delay will put at risk federal funding and the entire project.  The modified project merits 

support because it provides significant travel time and ridership benefits, even without the dedicated 

lanes south of Tech Road. With funding in hand, the county finally, 3.5 years after unanimously 

approving the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan, has the opportunity to advance the 

first segment of its planned 81-mile system.   

This investment is vital to not only the success of the Rt. 29 corridor but to the success of Montgomery 

County as a whole. We ask the County Council to strongly support this project, which will significantly 

improve the quality of life for East County residents.   

The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has provided travel time estimates, 

ridership figures, estimated infrastructure costs, a statement of need, and comparisons with other BRT 

systems for the County Executive’s 2020 plan. The 2020 plan would reduce peak transit travel times by 

up to 35%, increase daily transit boarding’s by 3,950 trips at start of operations, and result in $269 to 

$520 million in net fiscal benefits to the county -- money that we need to support a first class school 

system1.  

Projected daily ridership would rank high when compared to not only other BRT systems in the United 

States, but to light rail systems which typically carry more riders than BRT.  Moreover, the county 

received a federal TIGER grant to build BRT on this corridor, which is at risk if we don’t proceed.  

The economic need for transit on Rt. 29 is great: 

 50% of corridor households have either no access to a car or own only one vehicle2  

 Median income is significantly lower than the regional median income.  

                                                             
1
 Figures are from MCDOT February 17

th
 2017 Planning Board Briefing 

2
 MCDOT Rt. 29 BRT TIGER Grant Application 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/BRT/Resources/Files/narrative_US29_TIGER_final.pdf


 The poverty rate along the Rt. 29 corridor as a whole is 1.26 times the regional average, with 

one census tract averaging 2.4 times the regional average3.  

 In certain parts of Burtonsville residents are spending 71% of their income on rent and housing4, 

leaving little left over for groceries, healthcare or savings.  

 Access to transportation is the single greatest indicator of a person’s odds of escaping poverty. 

As average commute times go up in a given jurisdiction social mobility goes down5.  

 Peak bus trips on this corridor currently take 60% longer than auto trips6, hampering the ability 

of transit-dependent residents to access jobs and resources.  

Simply put, providing BRT in the Rt. 29 corridor will present an affordable and reliable transportation 

option for working families to succeed.  

The environmental case for progressive Montgomery County to invest in BRT is also strong. For the first 

time since 1971, transportation has overtaken power plants as the number one contributor to new 

greenhouse gas emissions7. An environmentally-sustainable county must be willing to make transit 

investments that increase residents’ access to non-auto transportation options. To seriously tackle 

climate change, Montgomery County must build the BRT system and continue investments in transit-

oriented communities.   

We strongly urge the Montgomery County Council to support this project and move it forward 

expeditiously to improve access to opportunity, economic success, and environmental sustainability..  

Sincerely,  

 

Stewart Schwartz 
Executive Director  
Coalition for Smarter Growth 

                                                             
3
 Census data from MWCOG “Equity Emphasis Areas” 

4
 MCDOT Rt. 29 BRT TIGER Grant Application 

5
 “Transportation Emerges as Crucial to Escaping Poverty”, New York Times, May 7

th
 2015 

6
 Figures are from MCDOT February 17

th
 2017 Planning Board Briefing 

7
 “Power plants are no long America’s biggest climate problem. Transportation is.”, Vox, June 13

th
 2016   

https://gis.mwcog.org/webmaps/tpb/clrp/ej/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/BRT/Resources/Files/narrative_US29_TIGER_final.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/07/upshot/transportation-emerges-as-crucial-to-escaping-poverty.html?_r=0
http://www.vox.com/2016/6/13/11911798/emissions-electricity-versus-transportation

