
  
 
 
 

 

 

Testimony to Falls Church City Council re Railroad Cottages (TR-17; Agenda 10(a)(1)) 
By Stewart Schwartz, Executive Director 

September 11, 2017 
 
My name is Stewart Schwartz and I’m the Executive Director of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, a 20 
year old non-profit working in Virginia, DC and Maryland. Our mission is to promote walkable, 
inclusive, and transit-oriented communities, and the land use and transportation policies and investments 
needed to make those communities flourish. We were founded by the region’s leading conservation 
groups and our partners today include those groups along with housing, bike/walk, and transit advocates.  
We have been recognized four times by the Catalogue for Philanthropy for our work. 
 
We have closely followed planning in Falls Church, including participating in West Falls Church Metro 
planning, and have led three planning-oriented walking tours of the community in recent years. In the 
most recent of these, we brought a delegation from Sacramento to view the success of Falls Church. We 
also led a campaign to win regional funding for Capital Bikeshare in Falls Church. 
 
We have closely reviewed the applicant’s submission, staff report and all supporting materials for the 
proposed Railroad Cottages and strongly support the application for Special Exception. There is a 
tremendous need for housing in Northern Virginia and the region, including housing scaled to meet the 
needs of downsizing empty nesters. Cottage neighborhoods have been very successful in Seattle. I 
believe this will be one of the first projects in our region, and I’m confident it will be very successful. 
 
The project is well-designed and will enhance the community and property values.  People are looking to 
live in interesting, walkable neighborhoods with easy access to transit, recreation and services. These 
cottages offer this and will see very high demand and prices per square foot. 
 
The cottages are within walking distance of shops and services, reasonable walking distance to Metro 
which can be enhanced with future improved connections, and directly adjacent to the W&OD trail to 
allow for bike to Metro or bike to work.  The parking as designed will encourage one car households, and 
if all of these features are marketed, then prospective residents who want to drive less and walk and bike 
more will self-select for these homes. 
 
The other sustainability features including solar and geothermal will combine with the location and 
transportation options to reduce the carbon footprint of these households and help fight climate change. 
The large front porches, proximity of the homes and communal building will enhance interaction among 
neighbors, which will be attractive to those seeking a greater sense of community in our busy lives. 
 
In summary, we are very impressed by this proposal and enthusiastically recommend approval. 


