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CRYSTAL CITY

WITHIN A 15-MINUTE WALK
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DESTINATIONS

Note from the BID

Vision: To directly link Crystal City with DCA via a c
sensitive pedestrian connection that strengthens Crystal City’s
office and hotel community, and offers new opportunities to
link residents and visitors to an intermodal hub conne. ting the
airport, Metro, commuter rail, regional rail, and trail:

Implementing bold visions requires strong leadership,
thoughtful collaboration, and persistence. The Crystal City
Business Improvement District’s Crystal City to DCA Feasibility
Study (CC2DCA) is the first step towards creating a new
pedestrian connection between Virginia’s largest downtown
district and its busiest airport.

The Crystal City BID sees an opportunity to leverage the airport’s
proximity to Crystal City by bringing it a few steps closer. A new
pedestrian connection would enable travelers to connect between
Crystal City and the aiport through an enjoyable, 5-minute walk.

Such a connection positions the neighborhood for future
investments, both public and private, by dramatically
strengthening the airport as an economic development catalyst
for Crystal City and offering a key amenity for tenants. It would
also link the many transportation assets in Crystal City into

a multimodal hub, and position the neighborhood to attract
additional rail service operations such as Amtrak, regional
commuter rail, or even a future high-speed rail station.

A direct, pedestrian connection from Crystal City to DCA is
feasible. This conclusion is a key first step towards delivering
on this exciting vision for the future of Crystal City—but much
work remains. The Crystal City BID looks forward to continuing
the conversation with key stakeholders and agency partners.
We welcome you to join the Crystal City BID on this journey.

—Robert H. Mandle
CC2DCA Project Manager
Chief Operating Officer
Crystal City Business Improvement District

rmandle@crystalcity.org | 703.412.9430

Many cities across the U.S. ar

e actively pursuing, through significant investment, the idea of

an airport-city, or “aerotropolis.” Crystal City has one strategic advantage that other cities do
Aot: its location so close to a thriving, urbanized business district area. No airport has the

type or
City offers.

scale of office and retail space accessible within a 15-to 20-minute walk that Crystal

Developing a CC2DCA pedestrian connection solves three primary challenges that prevent
Crystal City from fully capitalizing on its proximity to the airport:

The current walking
connections between
Crystal City and DCA are
cumbersome, are not ADA
compliant, and are long

Existing vehicular routes
between Crystal City and

DCA are approaching

capacity and are indirect

Existing transportation
amenities serving thousands
of passengers per day are
not interconnected

The CC2DCA study investigated the potential for a connection that:

enerates economic
development

i

lebrates and preserves
itional, cultural, and
historic resources
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Creates a direct and
enjoyable experience

15

Aligns or integrates with
existing and planned
infrastructure projects

Provides multimodal access
and connectivity to the region

Develops a practical and
implementable solution
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Uncovered, basic
Like the Mount
Vernon Trail overpass
near Roosevelt Island

Uncovered, truss
Like the Anacostia
Riverwalk Trail Bridge

TYPOLOGIES

Five bridge and three tunnel typologies

were developed to help the study team and
stakeholders understand the direction a
connection could take. Each typology has its own
benefits and challenges—future studies will be
needed to determine which typology is the right fit.

Covered, climate
controlled

Fully enclosed

and heated/air
conditioned, like this
proposed bride at LAX
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ALIGNMENT

The study team partnered with the working group and
the public to evaluate potential alignments for a new
connection between Crystal City and DCA. The
recommended alignment provides:

OPTIONS

With the preferred route identified, the study team and the
working group considered a bridge option and a tunnel option

@ | Ly against four evaluation criteria: implementation, connectivity,
Covered, open air Jacked-in-place provenep Ly e enjoyment, and cost. Both options require complex
Like the Silver Line Tunnel segments are engineering, permitting, land acquisition, and construction.
Metro pedestrian assembled next to
bridges the tunnel, then “slid”

under the ground . s :

& Implementation Connectivity Enjoyment Cost
Depending on final design & approvals
Cut and cover BEET # Bri e [ BN BridgeOption

Atrench is dug for the | Requires significant
tunnel to be placedin,
and then it’s covered

Opportunity to celebrate lion
d station and the the Parkway from a

Mount Vernon Trail unique vantage point

Directly connects to VRE’s

coordination and approvals relocate

Partially covered,
“High Line” style
Like the High Line
linear park in New
York City

I ANDC - d NI L N
py NPS and NCPC by

crossing the Parkway
New Austrian

Tunneling Method
Like a tunnel bored
through the ground

Tunnel Option

Requires significant
approvals by NPS and
CSXT by crossing the
parkway and an active
rail corridor

Tunnel Option Tunnel Option Tunnel Option | ‘

Does not directly connect Has personal safety Estimated at $28 million
to VRE’s relocated station challenges associated to $38 million (additional
or the Mount Vernon Trail; with underutilized tunnels costs include emergency
requires underground ventilation/egress)
access at Crystal City & DCA

The renderings show just one possibility of what could be.




A Path Forward

A clear path forward is critical to continuing
momentum with stakeholders and the public.
The CC2DCA connection crosses multiple

federal, local, and private ownerships, requiring
compliance with varying regulations and approvals.
So how do we keep the project moving?

NEXT STEPS...

VRE Design Coordination
Ensure project parity with
the ongoing Crystal City
VRE station improvement
project, which could serve as a
springboard for the connection

ering Committee

ish a CC2DCA project
ommittee with local and
ederal partners

n County Coordination
1Arlington County staff to Short-Term Improvements
le how to incorporate the Work with owners on

0 the Capital Improvement implementing short-term

Plan (CIP) improvements

SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS

The connection will take several years to move
from vision to reality. Short-term improvements
could help increase the use of existing walking
routes between Crystal City and DCA, including
the Mount Vernon Trail and 26th Street Bridge.

Wayfinding and lighting
Improved identification of routes
through lighting and signage could
improve the user experience of the
existing walks.

ADA compliance
The existing Mount Vernon Trail
connector from Crystal Drive under
the CSXT underpass in Crystal City
and the 26th Street Bridge ramp are
too steep for ADA accessibility.

Sidewalks and crosswalk
A consistent material for sidewalks
and a safety plan for intersections
should be identified for both
existing walking routes.

New linkages
Both routes could be improved
through the addition of short

connections between existing routes.

Underpass widening
The 4.5-foot-wide Parkway
underpass along the Mount Vernon
Trail tunnel should be widened or
a second tunnel constructed to
Increase capacity.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION STEPS

YEAR 1 YEARS 2-4
PLANNING \

During the design and
environmental phase, the
effects of the CC2DCA project

on the natural, built, and human
environment will be evaluated,
and the project will be subject

For the planning phase the
lead federal agency, project
sponsor, and appropriate
level of environmental review
will be established. And as
design concepts are refined, a

comprehensive funding approach to an assessment of adverse
will be solidified and the effects under Section 106 and
project will be submitted to the Section 4(f).

Constrained Long-Range Plan.

YEARS 5-6
PERMITTING + CONSTRUCTION

For the permitting and
construction phase, final
approvals will be granted from
entities like the Arlington County
Board, CSXT, NPS, and MWAA.






