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Good evening and thank you to Chair Anderson and Planning Commissioners. My name is Jane Lyons and 

I’m speaking on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, the leading organization in the D.C. region 

advocating for walkable, inclusive, transit-oriented communities. We enthusiastically support the Complete 

Streets Design Guide. 

 

Thank you and congratulations to the staff who worked on this project – who has yet again solidified 

Montgomery Planning as a national leader in creative suburban planning. We are pleased that the Complete 

Streets Design Guide is clear in prioritizing safety, sustainability, and vitality, and provides a roadmap for how 

to balance competing needs. When we prioritize street space correctly, streets can become an engine for 

healthy people, a healthy economy, and a healthy environment.  

 

The biggest challenge in actualizing safe, green, vibrant streets is reengineering the county’s arterial roads, 

especially in lower income neighborhoods where traffic fatalities are more common. The vision in Thrive 2050 

is for these arterials to become safe, green, multimodal boulevards, and this document will be a critical guide 

for those changes. 

 

A few constructive comments: 

 

 Page 55: We’d like it to be clear that a sidepath is always preferable to bikeable shoulders. 

 Page 57: We recommend that bikeways be listed as a high priority for downtown boulevards, 

downtown streets, town center boulevards, and town center streets. 

 Page 82: Bus shelters, in addition to BRT stations, should consider opportunities to provide additional 

passenger amenities such as seating, local area information, wayfinding, and real time traveler 

information.  

 Page 88: We urge the county to update its policy for snow events. Especially in downtowns and town 

centers, the county – not the building owners – should be responsible for clearing snow on sidewalks, 

sidewalk ramps, and sidewalk-level bicycle facilities. 

 Page 232: Public engagement should also include on-the-street direct outreach strategies, as well as 

strongly encourage paid community focus/advisory groups to ensure diverse input for major 

decisions. 

 Finally, we ask that the design guide be open to amendment upon the completion of the Pedestrian 



   

 

 

Master Plan and Vision Zero Action Plan. 

 

Implementing the Complete Streets Design Guide is key to achieving the county’s Vision Zero goal, as well 

as improving connectivity and helping shift mode-share away from single occupancy vehicles. We look 

forward to the comprehensive update of the Master Plan of Highways and Transitways that is necessitated by 

the guide, along with its implementation throughout new projects, resurfacing, construction, and 

maintenance. Wherever possible, we encourage the Planning Board, MCDOT, DPS, and the Council to 

codify the guide into law and regulation. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 


