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February 9, 2021

The Hon. Phil Mendelson, Chairman
Committee of the Whole

Council of the District of Columbia
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20004

RE: Housing Priorities Coalition & Partners Urge DC Council to Pass Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2020 (B23-0736)
Dear Chairman Mendelson and members of the DC Council:

The Housing Priorities Coalition (HPC) and fellow stakeholders call on the Council to pass the updated Comprehensive (Comp) Plan
as soon as possible. 2020 was a year that none of us ever saw coming, and one that we will never forget. The simultaneous
pandemics we face have only exacerbated the very real challenges our city is battling. And yet, one of our most critical tools to
address housing affordability, racial equity and a number of other challenges is awaiting adoption by the DC Council. The Comp Plan
is a critical mechanism that sets a long-term vision for the District, to help inform decision-making for residents, officials, and
stakeholders. The plan is vital to land use, zoning and shaping the District’s budget.

As it stands, the Comp Plan is outdated and does not provide the long-term vision for an inclusive city. Written in 2006 and amended
in 2011, much has changed over the last decade, and we must adopt an updated plan that reflects today’s conditions, opportunities,
and challenges. Inertia and outdated tools are barriers to achieving our best quality of life, including housing affordability,
eliminating racial inequity, access to opportunities, and protecting the environment for future generations. COVID-19, its economic
effects, and civil unrest highlight the need for the Comp Plan to appropriately guide the District through and beyond these events.
Simply put, we can’t afford to go any longer without an updated Comp Plan on the books.

In October 2019, the Council made great strides by passing key amendments to the Comp Plan’s Framework Element. These critical
revisions ensure that the Comp Plan prioritizes affordable housing and the prevention of displacement. We thank you for your
leadership and are confident that you will move swiftly to pass the remaining updates outlined below.

The proposed updated Comp Plan benefits us all by: setting goals for affordable housing in every neighborhood; increasing capacity
for new homes near Metro and along transit corridors in the Future Land Use Map; removing exclusionary language and using a
racial equity lens throughout official decision-making; and facilitating construction of more than a thousand affordable homes
stalled in legal limbo. The revised plan also takes into account that where an individual lives is still one of the greatest predictors of
health and economic outcomes. This updated version helps break down barriers to affordable housing across the City, which is a
critical step in the District’s racial justice efforts.

The community has spoken. HPC's advocacy is compounded with thousands of comments from stakeholders who share our values
on housing affordability and racial equity. This is truly a community document, and it comes to the Council having been rigorously
reviewed, edited, improved, and refined.

HPC acknowledges that the Comp Plan is crafted to be a guiding document, and we stand behind the intended outcomes of the
proposed update. Further, we are committed to continued advocacy with the Mayor, Council, committees and agencies to hold the
City accountable to advancing policy that improves the quality of life for all Washingtonians. We are confident the Council can
proceed in a timely fashion because the community has contributed to the extensive work for a Plan worthy of adoption. We urge
the Council to treat the review and adoption of the Comp Plan as an urgent priority to help thousands of District residents,



employers, and stakeholders have more sustainable opportunities to live, work, and grow. The time is now to move forward with the

Comprehensive Plan.
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