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How to testify in support of a more inclusive, walkable Wisconsin Ave.

> Sign up to testify in advance at the DC Zoning Commission

1. Sign up online at https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/Kiosk -

Witness Sign- Up Form

o Select a type: Zoning Commission

o Select an Event: 12/11/2025 - Zoning Commission Hearing

o Select a Case: 25-13

o Add Witness - name, contact info & sign pledge to speak truthfully.

2. Email your comments with the subject header: “Support for Case No. 25-13” to:
zcsubmissions@dc.gov

3. Hearings (always virtual) start at 4 pm, proponent testimony starts after Office of
Planning gives a briefing to the Zoning Commission. The hearing can last for awhile
depending on how many people are signed up to testify.

> What to say

Plan a three minute statement (about 400 words) - read your statement if you prefer but
look up sometimes.

As a proponent, clearly state that you generally support what’s being proposed - | support
this proposal to upzone along Wisconsin Ave. from Friendship Heights to south of
Tenleytown. | believe we need more housing opportunities in this sought-after
neighborhood close to jobs, services and transit.

Don’t try to be an expert - speak positively from your own personal experience and what
motivates you to support this proposal. Talk about a positive vision for the area and city.
Speak of shared values like community, fairness, choices, inclusion, affordability, racial
justice.

You don’t have to agree with everything to be a proponent.

o If you want to recommend changes or improvements to the proposal, still sign up as
a “proponent.” State first your overall support, and then say you have suggestions to
make it even better. Use positive language.

Be polite, formal, only speak for your allotted 3 minutes.

Submit written testimony. We'll give a model format for written comments.


https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/Kiosk

> General talking points for effective testimony on the Wisconsin Ave. rezoning:

® Opening paragraph: Who are you? “Good evening, my name is Jane Q. Resident. | live in the
[DC] neighborhood. I've lived here for X years and been active in my neighborhood/I’'m new
but love living in DC...

® Overall statement of support: | support the proposed rezoning along the Wisconsin Avenue
corridor. This proposal will increase/encourage more housing options, including affordable
housing, in this high-opportunity neighborhood. It will also create a more lively, walkable,
transit-accessible neighborhood.

o What motivates me: Talk about how you feel about the city or your neighborhood or why
this issue is particularly important to you personally.

You can also note that you never/rarely testify but think it’s important that the Zoning
Commission hear from regular D.C. residents like yourself, even if you don’t live in
Friendship Heights/Ward 3, etc.

o |love living in my neighborhood because | can walk to stores, the Metro, buses, etc.,
that’s why | thought it important to speak up for more housing and people living
along Wisconsin Ave.

o Increasing housing opportunities in Friendship Heights and Tenleytown gives all DC
residents better options - more people can live there, and it relieves some pressure
on other parts of the city where new housing is less contested/easier to build. This
helps reduce displacement of lower income residents.

o |don’t have a car because walking, bicycling and riding transit are convenient
options. That’s why building near Metro is so important -- many more people would
have this opportunity.

o Welcoming more homes and people to Wisconsin Ave. is part of the climate solution
to reduce how much people need to drive.

o Friendship Heights and Tenleytown are desirable neighborhoods that many families
and individuals wish they could live in, increasing housing here can help bring down
housing costs. Building affordable housing through Inclusionary Zoning and
subsidized housing provides even more benefit to building a more equitable city.

o I'm concerned about the vacant storefronts. If more people lived along the corridor,
we could support more businesses.

o Talk about shared values -- safe, walkable neighborhoods, choices, convenience,
affordability, democracy/accountability, community, fairness, inclusion, racial justice

o Environmentally-friendly living: more homes here means more families and
individuals can rely on transit, walking and biking for more of their trips and drive
less.



o This rezoning is the implementation phase of the Comprehensive Plan Rock Creek
West Element and the Wisconsin Ave. Development Framework. This rezoning
facilitates the creation of needed homes on this high opportunity, mixed-use
corridor. Up to 9,500 new housing units on the Wisconsin Avenue corridor could be
produced as a result of these changes, of which 1,700 could be dedicated affordable,
according to the framework.

Do’s & Don’t’s

e Clearly state your support at the outset -- then explain, and add any recommendations
for changes or improvements.

e Don’ttry to be an expert - speak from your personal experience, tell a story.

e Keep focus on shared values — improving our community, fairness, choice, inclusion. Use
positive language that paints a picture of what you envision.

e Don’t repeat the terms of the opponent, don’t argue on their terms

e Avoid abstract or potentially negative words like “density”, “concentrate,” “supply &
demand.”

Which comment is more effective? Why?

COMMENTA COMMENT B
'm here to support this bill because every I'm here to support this bill because it won't
day, | spend 2 miserable hours in my car create looming towers that destroy

commuting from Stockton to Silicon Valley.
The most painful part is that | get home at 9

and have barely 30 minutes to spend with my allows modest height increases very close to
daughter before bedtime. Bathtime, 8 Y

homework help, cooking dinner - | miss it all. transit, and actually keeps existing height
Every day | am missing her childhood. limits everywhere else the law applies.

communities, as some of the opposition has
described. They are lying about this bill. It only

Source: YIMBY Action

> More info: Want to know the details? Check out the Office of Planning’s presentation, report,
or our summary.


https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/CaseReport/ViewExhibit.aspx?exhibitId=380656
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/CaseReport/ViewExhibit.aspx?exhibitId=379497
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18a2UrvHU9tFVy5qoy021FbsGkenCiMmE44WvRsKmk8M/edit?usp=sharing

Model Letter Format
December 11, 2025

Mr. Anthony Hood

Chairman, Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

RE: Support for Zoning Case No. 25-13, Proposed Zoning Text and Map Amendments for
Wisconsin Avenue from Friendship Heights to South of Tenleytown

Good evening Chair Hood and members of the Zoning Commission. My name is . llivein
the neighborhood. I'm here today in support of the Wisconsin Avenue rezoning
because . I rarely/never testify but | thought it was important for me to voice my support

for this important proposal.

I’'m testifying today because | believe that the Friendship Heights and Tenleytown
neighborhoods should be more inclusive and give more people the opportunity to live here. By
making it easier to build more housing here, we can benefit residents across the city by giving
new options to live in this sought-after, Metro-accessible neighborhood.

A: | live here and love it. | support giving more people the option to live here with this proposal.

B: I don't live here but I'd like to have the option, and would like friends and family to be able to
have better choices to live near Metro and in these neighborhoods. This proposal gives
everyone more choices.

The proposed new zoning both expands housing opportunities, and guides the design of a more
walkable place. | appreciate that this zoning is implementing the recent plans to create a more
vibrant, walkable, inviting place to live, work and shop.

| urge you to approve this proposal. Thank you for your consideration.



