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March 19, 2026 (REVISED)

Hon. Krystal Oriadha, Chair

Prince George’s County District Council
Wayne K. Curry Administration Building
1301 McCormick Dr, Largo, MD 20774

Hon. Darryl Barnes, Chair
Prince George’s County Planning Board, M-NCPPC
Via: onlinesignup@co.pg.md.us

RE: Support the Preliminary Central Avenue-Blue/Silver Line Sector Plan and Proposed
Sectional Map Amendment (SMA) (CR-053-2023)

Dear Chair Oriadha and Barnes:

Please accept this testimony on behalf of the Coalition for Smarter Growth (CSG), the leading
organization advocating for walkable, bikeable, inclusive, transit-oriented communities as the
most sustainable and equitable way for the Washington, DC region to grow and provide
opportunities for all. We also support and work closely with RISE Prince George’s, a group of
county residents and allies advocating for policies and practices that build shared, sustainable
prosperity in Prince George’s County by creating safe, walkable, inclusive and transit-oriented
communities.

CSG wishes to express our support for the Preliminary Central Avenue-Blue/Silver Line Sector
Plan and SMA. This plan focuses transit-oriented, mixed residential and commercial uses, along
with public spaces, around three Metro stations along the Central Avenue corridor: Capitol
Heights, Addison Road-Seat Pleasant, and Morgan Boulevard Metro stations. This vision of
vibrant walkable Metro station areas, and a safer, more connected Central Avenue will be a
great benefit to the surrounding communities, and help the county and region achieve more
sustainable and equitable growth.

Land Use
We support the proposed zoning changes to focus higher density residential and commercial

uses around the Metro stations, and support revitalization of the Old Central Ave. and MD 704
commercial corridors.


mailto:onlinesignup@co.pg.md.us

@ 9 Coalition for Smarter Growth
DCeMDeVA

Designating parcels around the Metro stations to mixed use transit-oriented zones will help
catalyze investment in quality residential and commercial buildings and streetscapes. The mix of
uses envisioned and supported by the rezonings would allow for a broader range of housing
types to better meet the needs of residents as their needs change over time. Focusing a mix of
residential buildings with ground floor commercial uses around Metro stations will also bring
more services to surrounding neighborhoods and better connect them to the region.

We commend the county for putting in motion this plan and SMA to take advantage of three
Metrorail stations, which are a premier assets for the county and region.

In some cases the proposed rezonings are changing from solely residential to mixed,
transit-oriented uses. With appropriate and continued support from the Planning Department
and other agencies, this can be a smooth transition. We ask that the Planning Department
ensure property owners have the information they need to enjoy their property as land uses
change over time.

Transportation

We commend the focus of the transportation recommendations on creating walkable,
multimodal public facilities which support transit-oriented development.

Urban Street Design Standards: We appreciate the incorporation of the Prince George’s Urban
Street Design Standards, which provide a new approach to street design that foster
people-friendly, low-speed environments where walking, biking, and riding transit become
modes of choice.

We strongly agree with the plan’s recommendations for several road diets, reducing the number
of travel lanes to provide a facility design for lower operating speeds of 25. The roads in the
study area are chronically oversized - with too many travel lanes, and overly wide crossing
distances. This generates excessive speeds by drivers, and creates unnecessary risk for all road
users, especially people walking or biking. We support these recommendations, which would
bring the street cross sections into compliance with the county’s Urban Street Design Standards.

Addressing Central Avenue’s stark safety problems with a 6- to 4- lane conversion: We
highlight that the too fast and wide Central Avenue should be converted from 6 to 4 lanes.
Central Avenue has been the scene of 8 tragic deaths in a recent 5 year period (inside the
beltway).
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The segment of Central Avenue starting at the District Line - next to the Capitol Heights Metro
station - is especially ready for this roadway narrowing. This is where traffic volumes are lower,
and where on-street parking narrows East Capitol Street on the DC side.

We also agree with the other lane reductions proposed - these changes would implement the
Urban Street Design Standards. We support the recommended removal of slip lanes as well. Slip
lanes increase risk for people crossing the street on foot by encouraging faster turns by vehicles.

Support the elimination of the use of vehicular LOS as they are not appropriate for Regional
Transit Districts and Local Centers. We strongly agree and endorse this recommendation: TM
15.4: Eliminate vehicular LOS requirements within the Districts and Centers. Amend Table 21 of
Plan 2035, applicable recommendations of functional master plans, and the Transportation
Review Guidelines.

Central Ave. Connector Trail bridge and shared use path: While the plan mentions it, we would
like to see greater emphasis on the shared use path bridge between Largo and the Morgan
Boulevard Regional Transit District in Section Ill. [llustrations of the bridge and Central Avenue
Connector trail across 1-495 to Morgan Boulevard Metro station would be helpful.

We ask that this plan also incorporate the MD State Highway Administration MD 214 Pedestrian
Safety Action Plan concept plans for a shared use path along the MD 214 right of way linking to

the Central Avenue Connector Trail (CACT). SHA proposes to build a 10 foot path along the
entire length of this part of Central Avenue - filling in gaps left by CACT plans.

Connect a street grid to reduce traffic congestion and increase direct community routes: One
area that we ask for further analysis is identification of street connections to establish a grid to
reduce forcing all vehicle travel onto major roads and generating unnecessary traffic congestion
for local trips. A connected street network also benefits people walking and biking with more
direct routes.

Two recommendations we disagree with, and ask for reconsideration:

Regarding: TM 1.12: Conduct a feasibility analysis for a pedestrian bridge over Central Avenue at
Cabin Branch Road. Our comment: A pedestrian bridge is not appropriate at this location. A
better, less expensive and simpler solution is a full traffic signal, improved median refuges, high
visibility crosswalks, and the reconfiguration of the 6-lane cross section (plus turning lanes) to a
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4-lane cross section, as recommended in other parts of this plan. The MD SHA Pedestrian Safety
Action Plan draft currently proposes a full signal, median and crosswalk improvements. These
should be supported.

Regarding: TM 2.1: Support MDOT SHA’s 1-95/1-495 Capital Beltway and Medical Center Drive
Interchange project. Our comment: We disagree. This massive interchange project should be
wholly rethought. Improved multimodal roadways for all the roads crossing the Capital Beltway,
and a shared use path bridge from Largo to the Morgan Boulevard Metro station should be the
priority.

Conclusion:

Overall we are excited to help this plan be implemented, and encourage quality transit-oriented
development, and civic spaces around these Metro stations. With the proposed rezonings, and
improved development review process by the Planning Board and county agencies, we are
hopeful that many more investment plans will be attracted to the Blue Line corridor. The land
use policies and other plan guidance offer the opportunity for new community gathering places,
local-serving retail, and safer, walkable streets and a connected shared use path from Largo to
the District line.

We urge the Planning Board and County Council to approve this plan.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i R

Cheryl Cort
DC and Prince George’s Policy Director
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